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AN ACT PROVI DI NG FOR THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF WATER
VELLS, RAINWATER COLLECTORS, DEVELOPMENT OF
SPRI NGS AND REHABI LI TATI ON OF EXI STI NG
WATER WELLS I N ALL BARANGAYS I N THE
PHI LI PPI NES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Phi li ppi nes in Congress assenbl ed:

SECTION 1. Declaration of Policy. - It is hereby declared to be
the national policy to pronmote the quality of life of every
Filipino through the provision of adequate social services
i ncluding, but not Iinmted to, the provision of adequate potable
wat er supply made conveniently available to every barangay in the
country.

SEC. 2. Water Wells, Rainwater Collectors and Spring
Devel opnent. - The Departnment of Public Wbrks and H ghways (DPWH)
shall, within thirty (30) days after the approval of this Act,
undertake construction of water wells, rainwater collectors,
devel opnent of springs and rehabilitation of existing water wells
in all barangays in the Philippines in such nunber as nmay be
needed and feasible, taking into consideration the popul ation



hydrol ogi ¢ conditions, costs of project devel opment and
operations, financial and economc factors and institutiona
arrangenents: Provided, however, That the DPWH shall| deduct not
nore than five percent (5% for supervision, engineering,
techni cal and other overhead expenses or fees: Provided, further
That each barangay in the country shall have at |east one
addi ti onal potable water source.

SEC. 3. Operation and Mintenance. - In order to ensure the
proper use of the water facilities herein provided, a Barangay
WAt erwor ks and Sanitation Association, herein referred to as BW5A,
shall be forned and organi zed for the purpose of mmintaining the
water facilities: Provided, That pending the organization of the
BWSA, the water facilities shall be operated and mai ntai ned by the
bar angay counci |

The BWSA shall be conposed of the nmenber-consunmers who shal
admi ni ster, operate and naintain the conpleted water facility and
shall be registered with the correspondi ng nunicipal or city
counci | .

The BWSA mmy i npose such mniml charges as may be necessary for
t he mai ntenance and normal repairs of said facility. Nothing
herein shall prevent any resident of the locality fromusing the
water facility under the sane terns and conditions as the
menber - consunmers of the BWSA.

Organi zing and training the recipient communities in the
operation and mai ntenance of water systems shall be conducted by
the DPWH prior to the turnover of Such facilities to the BWSA
subject to the guidelines to be fornulated by the Departnent.

SEC. 4. Subnission of Report. - The Department of Public Wrks
and Hi ghways shall, within ninety (90) days after the approval of
this Act and every one hundred eighty (180) days thereafter
submit periodic reports to the respective Comrittees on Public
Wor ks and Hi ghways of both Houses of the Congress of the
Phi |i ppi nes for eval uation and consi deration.

SEC. 5. Funding. - The sum needed for the inplenentation of the
construction, rehabilitation and repair program shall be taken
from any avail abl e appropriations for the Departnent of Public
Wor ks and Hi ghways in the General Appropriations Act for 1989:
Provi ded, That funds for this purpose shall also be included in
the General Appropriations Act for 1990 and 1991: Provided,
further, That the total program shall be conpleted not |ater than
June 30, 1991, and: Provided, finally, That there shall be
equi tabl e and proportionate appropriations of funds annually for
this purpose for all provinces, cities and nunicipalities. In
addition, a portion of financial grants and concessional | oans
extended to the Philippines by foreign governnents and
nmul til ateral agencies every year, the amount to be determni ned by
the President, shall be allocated by the Departnent of Budget and
Managenment to augnent the appropriations of the Departnent of



Publi c Works and Hi ghways until one hundred thousand (100, 000)
water wells, rainwater collectors, and springs are conpleted as
envisioned in this Act.

SEC. 6. Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect upon its
publication in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation

Approved,
JOVI TO R SALONGA RAMON V. M TRA
Presi dent of the Senate Speaker of the House

of Representatives

This Act which is a consolidation of House Bill No. 3282 and
Senate Bill No. 504 was finally passed by the House of
Representatives and the Senate on March 2, 1989 and February 28,
1989, respectively.

EDW N P. ACOBA QUI RINO D. ABAD SANTGCS, JR
Secretary of the Senate Secretary of the House of
Represent ati ves

Approved: March 17, 1989

CORAZON C. AQUI NO
Presi dent of the Philippines



