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Introduoction

I

The Kimngdom of Cambodia has a population of 13,395,682 m 2008 (6879628 females amd
6,516,054 males). OF the total population, there are 5437, 708 children below the age of 18 pod
the avernge annual population growth mte is 1.54 percent. The population density in the entire
country 15 73 per square kilometre, The total fertility rate per woman was 3.1 children in 2008
From 2IMW) fo 2008, imfant mortality rate was declined from 95 to 60 per 1,000 live births, and
miaternal mortality ratio was declined from 472 to 461 per 100,000 live births.'

Singe 1993, the Gross Domesnc Product has been growing four times from 2.4 billion dollars 1o
1HL3 ellion dollars in 2008, During this period, the average moome of cach person has been
mpled from 229 dollars to 739 dollars. Poverty mie has declined from 50 percent in 1993 10
25 8 percent in 2010°,

After more than two decades of aivil war, the Kingdom of Cambodia re-established its own
begal and judicial systems from the scratch. The Royal Government of Cambodia has a high
comimitment to promote the nights of the child by mmproving the child survivil and developme
environment, strengthening child welfare and increasing sirong protective environment for the
child. A lot of activitics have been implemented simultancously such as the credtion’ 3d
strengtheming of policy, legal framework and mechanism. Besides relevant spei:lafr.:r:d
minisrics and institutions, several special mechanisms were established 1o ensure that childridh
fully emjoy their nights. These mechanisms include the Cambodia National Council for Children
(CNCC), the Commune Sangka Committees . for Wonten and Children (CCWC), the dater-
dis¢iplinary Working Group on Orphans and Valnerable Children, the Inter-ministerial Working
Group for Child Justice, and the NGO Working Group for Child Justice, ¢tc. These mechanisips
exist from the national and provincial/capital levels down to the commune/Sangkat levels where
children live.

The Kngdom of Cambodio ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child on 13 Ocober
1992 and the Optional Protocol 1o'the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Invalvemipt
of Children in Armed Conflict on 21 February 2002 This document is the First and Second
Report that details the implementation of the protocol between 2002 and 2010, - i

The 1993 Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodin recognizés and respects human. rights &2
stipulated in the United Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration on Human nghu and this
conventions and covenants related 1o buman rights, women's rights and children’s riglus Thi:
state protects the rights of children as stipulated in the Convention on the Rights of the Chifl,
particularly the rights to life, education. protection during wartime. and protection froi
cconomic or sexual exploitmtion. The inclusion of the Convention on the Rights of the Chifd
into' the Constitution made the Convention's status equal to national liws, and guarantees all
nghts provided in the General Principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child tha
mgclude non-discrimimation, best interest of the child, the nght 1o life, survival and developmen
and the respect of child views, all as legal obligation under the laws of the Kingdom gf
Coambaodia il

According to the Law on Compulsory Military Service promulgated by Roval Decree No.
NSRREM/1206:030 dated 22 December 2006 and the Law on the General Statnes for Military
Personnel of the RCAF(RCAF) promulgated by Roval Decree CS/REM/I97/05 dated ifi6
November 1997, only a person from 1§ 1o 30 vear of age is obliged to fulfil military obligation,
and the military contractual-service 15 applied only to Khmer national who reaches the age of 15,

* General Population Census of Cambodia 2008

* National strategy for Social Support to the Poar and Vulnerable Peopls [2011-2015)

114

& i




Ti

Over the past few years, the snuation of children and women has made significant progress
towards the Cambodia’s Millenmum Development Goals. Progress has been made in the
decentralizanion of power o local levels 1w better response to the needs of the local citizens
Owerall primary school enrolment rates have improved substanually and gender disparity in
figures has declined as well. In the school vear 2000-2010, the averall net primary school
enrolment of children of both sexes was 94,8 percent.

General Measures for Implementation

!

The Cambodia National Council for Children (CNCC) has created a working group to prepare a
repart on the implementation of the Optional Protocols to the Convention an the Rights of the
Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts, comprising of representatives from
the Ministry of Social Affairs, Veteran's Affairs and Youth Rehabilitation (MaSVY); the Ministoy
of Justice (Mol); the Secretariat of the CNCC; the Ministry of Tourism (MaT); the Cambodian
Human Rights Committee; the Ministry of National Defence; the Ministry of Interior (Mol]; the
Ministry of Women's Affairs (MoWA); the Ministry of Labour and Vecational Tralrﬁng;,t!j_ﬁ
Ministry of Planping; the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports{MoEYS); the Ministry of
Health (MoH); the Council of jurists; representatives of UNICEF, the UN inter-agancy Program
an Human Trafficking {UNIAP], the NGO Committee on the Rights of the Child (NGOCRC), End
Child Prostitution, Abuse and Trafficking [ECPAT), NGO Coalition to Address Child Exploitation
In Cambodia (COSECAM) and Cambodia Against Child Trafficking (Cambodia Acts). This Eroup
has allowed other national and international NGOs to participate and give comments or) :he
report. The CNCC has submitted this report to a consultation with children from _IE
provinces/cities in-a National Child Forum held on 15 November 2010, and to reba‘trant
ministries, institutions and NGOs in a National Consuitation Workshop held on 23 chemnpf
2010, Children's and relevant working group’s views were seriously considered by EHICE in thla
development of this report,

%, The Optional Protocol 1w the Convention om the Rights of the Child on the Involvement.of

10,

|

Children in Armed Conflicts Is considered as part of the law of Cambodia. The Censtitutional
Council of the Kingdom of Cambodia recognizes Cambodia’s obfigations under Internatiopal
conventions related to children’s rights. The Constitutional Council has issued the Detision N:r
092/003/2007 dated 10 July 2007 which states that international laws recognized by t
Kingdom of Cambodia, especially the Convention on the Rights of the Cluld, are tm:dmﬁJ m
part of the law of Cambedia.

The Kingdom of Cambodia has ratified the Optional Protocol 1o the Convennon on the Rlﬂﬂ:ﬂ
of the Child on the Invalvement of Children in Amned Conflicts without reservation.

It was only under the Democratic Kampuchoa (the Pol Pot regime) that recruitment of child
soldiers was heard m general. At the present, there 15 no other anmed force than the Roval
Armed Forces and the National Police Forces of the Royal Govermmend of Cambodia, among
which there 1= no child soldier or child policeman.

Only Khmer citizens from 18 to 30 year of age have o legal obligation to serve (he amiy
Therefore, there 15 no available data on the number of children below 18 vear of age wha were
voluntarity recruited to serve the national armed forces and on the number of demobilized and
inzgrated children as well as daa on the number of children suffered from practices prohibited
by the protocel on refugees and asylom seekers.
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2. The Ministries and insututions responsible for implementing the protocol and coordinating the

elforts made with civil sociely orgamizations including mass media and cducational
¢stablishments include the Minisiry of National Defence which is the major institution w;ti}
regard to amued conflicts: the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports; the Mol and ihe CNCC

The Royal Government of Cambodia has disseminated this protocol and relevant instrumems on
human rights to the RCAFand the public. As for iraining, there has been no systematic training
on this protocol, but there were training courses on children's rights and intermational human
rights law for militacy personnel. The prolocol was published and incorporated into collection of
documents relating to children’s rights. This prolocol was also disseminated to participants to
workshops and trainings of law enforcement officers. The demining team serving as
peacekeepers abroad as well as the military trainers have been trained on major international
treanes on human nights and humanitarian laws, such as;

- The Geneva Convention 1949 and prolocols addmnhal 1¢ this convention; (R L

- The Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989 and’ the Optional Protoce! to"
Convention on the Righis of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed éﬂnﬂlr.'(ui‘

|IL

The ILO Convention WNo, 182 for Elimmating the Worst Forms of Child Labour ]999 and
- The Rome Statutes of International Criminal Court 2002, L

The Khmer texts of Optional Protocot (o the Convention on the Rights of the Child on tlhp,
Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts are posted on the website which can be;jaccesgeq

by the general public. P

After the Kingdom of Cambodia has enjoyed full peace following the Paris Peace Agreement i1
October 1991 and the 1993 general clection, there has been no child recnuted to volurnitacty

serve the national armmed forees. Until now. there has been no child vietim who sufTered fmm
practices prohibited by the Optional Protocol on refugees and asylum seckers. !

The Cambodian Human Rights Committee is an institution of the Royal Government t'a’sﬂyi,‘i
with duties to protect, promote and develop human rights in Cambedia in accordance with {He

Comstitution of Cambodia. The duties, inter alia, include: ' Y
- Protect, promote and develop human rights and democracy in Cambodia and monitor _a'.i]
human oghts vialations and complaints; TN

- Invesiigaie cases-or assess the investigation carried out by the competent authorities,; of
cooperate and conduct the scarch with the competent authorities, and document .and
disseminate the findings to the pubiic, the Prime Minister and the competent court; .

- Conduct monitoring visits in local areas to make the assessment and give advices on hurnan nghts
- Conduct public dissemination and education to cach target; Lot

- Make comments and propose requests to the Royal Governmenm about the sitwation of
human rights for improvement in compliance with the constitnion, the national.jaws, ang
interaational conventions; TR

» Cooperate with the CNCC and the Minisiry of Women's Affairs thal are responsible for
children’s rights and women's rights, o

- Help the Royal (Government promoting the rule of law and provide tralnm;, ﬁ::r legal
professionals. - w Ll

- Suppor and cooperate with civil spciety organizations for protecting and dev elapmg human
rights sector in Cambaodia.

. There have been no remarkable difficulties and factors that hinder the implementation 6f the'! -

Protocol in the Kingdom of Cambodia.
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Prevention (Article 1, Article 2, Article 4 Paragraph 2 A, and Article 6 Paragraph 2)

I7. Laws and major normative rules relating to armed forces adopted and promulgated include:

I Anticle 49 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia which states that “all Khmer
citizens shall have the duty 1o take pan in the national reconstruction and 1o defend the
homeland. The duty to defend the country shall be determined by law”

Law on the General Surutes for Military Personnel of the Royal Cambodian Armed
Forces (RCAF) 1997 which provides that the RCAF have the duties 1o serve the country
RCAF's mission 5 10 organize and use RCAF ftorces 10 defend and reconstruct ihe
homeland, and w0 serve the best interest of the nation,

3, Law on the Punishment of {llegal Use of Weapons and Uniforms 1992,

4. Law on Compulsory Military Service 2006 which bhas an objecuve o determune
procedures for implementation of the obligatory service in contribution 1o reconstructing
the coumtry and defending the homeland as stipulated in Article 49 of the Copstitution
The military obligation 15 a necessary 1ask of the cifizens, It is a fundamental source for
building forces for the national defence. P -

5. Sub-decree No. 200 ANK.BK of 24 November 2000 on Conditiens and Procedured 16h
Conducting Census, Recruitment, Invitation, and Delay for Youth under ongoing study
and Citizens in Special Cases, and Implementation of the Law on Compulsory Mtlimy
Service

T

[n addition the Kingdom of Cambodis has ranified the International Conventions and Tr-_':.m'u
relating to the involvement of children in armed conflicts, such as:

- Convention No. 29 on Forced or Compulsory Labour 1970 Lo

= Convention on the Righte of the Child 1992 S 1T

= Convention against Torre and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or :
Punishiment 1992 L

= Intemational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1992

- Imternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cubiural Rights 1992

= ILO Convention No. 182 on the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Hlimrlmm.ﬂ
the Worst Forms of Child Labowr 2006

- Opunonal Protocol to the Convention agamst Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treament or Pumshment 2007

% Military recruitment
FLETTET

= The Law on the General Statutes for Military Personnel of the RCAFses out separated
decigion for the professional armed forces and contractual-service armed forees. Armicle 42
of this law states that recruitment of the professiomal milimry personnel shall be applied o
L= those who are of Khmer nationality, with an exception when there is a war. 2-those who
reach the age of |8 and, 3-those who have physical fitness as required to perform: the
function,

- The Law on Compulsory Milmary Service was promulgated by Roval Deeres No
NSREM/ 12067030 dated 22 December 2006, This law aims at building the anmed forces
for the nanonal defence and the development of physical fitness as required by the nation.
Every Khmer citizen of both sexes from ages |18 to 30 shall fulfil the military service as
determined by Article 2 of this law. It is through nationalist education only that vouth e
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motivated o serve the army. Generally there have been nol many women serving the amied
forees. A small number of women serving the army fake part in the test 1o enter indo the
cadet frmmevwork.

- The children's rights in Cambodia have been vigorously strengthened, Children below T8
vear of age are not allowed to take part in the armed forces or directly engage in the war or
be recruited as a soldier hired o serve in an army

- Amcle 4% of the Constitution provides that the State shall protect the nghts of the chilih as
stipuljned in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, in partecular the right 1o 1k,
education, protection duning armed conflict and protection from cconomic and sexual
exploitation,

ments for venfvi

Miliary service census rogistration is developed based on the following documents:
= Family book or residential book,

= [dentity card of Khmer nationality. |
= Binh cemificate, -

= Diher documents that centify the Khner natsonality,

The person shall go 10 register his or her name on hes o ber own ar his or her parent or gunrdmn
does so.on his or ber behalf, Military service consus registration is carried out for :xcl}' citizen,

There are two kinds of soldiers, that are professional and contractual soldiers. The first kind 15 2
full-time employved soldier; the second kind is a soldicr who serves in the aomy rank in
accordance with conditions set in a contract. A person who is entitled to be recruited aé a
contraciual soldier must be a Khiner national aged |8 or above and must have the ability, firm
physical fitness and consciousness 1o perform the duty. The contract of this second kind of
mulitary personnel may be renewed on a voluntary basis after the military service confrct expires,

+. Birth regisgation

= Birth certificate s¢rves a5 hard evidence that confirms the real age of a perion and ml:th
that person 1o the righis and obligations. The family book or identity card 1s a goneral mea
W verify the age of the concemmed person, It is very are that a Khmer citizen does not
possess one of these documents. When it is not clear with regard to the age. the medicnl
expert or local authonty officer will be invited to clanfy.

< The Roval Government of Cambodia 1ssued the Sub-Decree No. 103 on Civil Registmition
and other relevant directives in order 1o improve the process of binh registration. Fox
example, Article 25 of the Sub-Decree No. 17 dated 14 June 2004 provided an casy way for
i 3i=day barth registation of children whose birth registration was not made after birth, The
Civil Code which obligated birth registration was approved by the National Assembly. m
7. The Mol has promoted the dissemination of the civil registraten on radio and
television broadeasts 10 increase the apwareness and effective implementation of civil
regustration work. A the same time, a reporting system was established at capial/distnetKhan
level to record the staustics of the population and the result of civil registration every thige
months, six months and one vear Of the total population of 13,395 632 mvonwide
12,781,592 have been registcred, of which 868,643 people had thar birth cernficates angd
92 ‘-1451 people had their birth cerifying documents made starting from 2002 1o 2008 1n
W9, in total of 98,722 birth cenificates and 195911 birth corifying documents were
ssped.  From January 1o October 2010, a total 71,534binh certificates and 160,247 barth

=4
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certifving documents were issued. From 2002 to 2010 the number of people having their
birth registered and certified is as below ™

Birth Registration and Birth Certilving Nationwide

Birth Birth Remarks
Certificates | Cerufving
Year Total Documents b
2062 342,753 33,340 39413 | Birth certificales
were issued for
3003 183,390 I414 171976 | ihase children who
From January to September. 2004 2.067,033 347,653 | 7,719,380 | had their binh
registered withn
From October 2004 1o August, 2714248 248768 | 2465480 | one month fron
2003 birth. Birth
L2005 3 cenifying were
;T::.‘ September, 2005 1 August, 326,098 65,114 260984 | T thast],
whio had thein birth
From January 10 December, 207 | 48261 50077 89 [%4 | registered after one
h mrih
From January to Decentber, 2008 WS | 9aesE | Timyes| o frombith
From January & December, 2009 T A3A ge 722 1954911
From January 1o December, 20100 a6l 93 116 206,295
Total | 13,183,150 1.052.362 | 12130788 i

5. Medical exgmination

¥

In principal for the army recruitment, the Mimstry of National Defense requires a pqrmn,.'!-ﬁ]ph |
has applied to serve in the army rank to attach the physical fitness examination certificate uﬁuq.d.l

by the state-run healih centre.

In the Kingdom of Cambeodia, the law does not require a person below 18 vear of age w serve
military obligation even though the country is at war or at peace.

19, The mumimum age admissible to study ar the military professional traming school is 15,

Traming establishments that are operated by or under the management of the amed forces are

ns below:

Military Professional Training Establishment

Police Professional Training
Establishment

= University of National Defence

- Cambedia Police Academy ] s

« Instiute of Army

- Mational Police Schoaol

- Military Medical Schiool

- Police Training Schools: Region 1,
Region 2, Regiond, Region 4. Region §

' Chvil Registration Report, Bureau of Statistics and Civil Registration, Ministry of intérios, Dctaber 20100
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and region 6.

<Schoal for active Military Officials

= Multi-technical Decho Hun Sen Institute

=« Military Police School

20,

The trmming in the above mentioned training establishments is provided for majors only. The
curnculum of these training cstablishments includes human rights and humanitarian principles.
School discipline s imposed in o manner that s compatible with human dignity and n
accordance with the imtamational conventions. The education in these establishments has ihe
following objectives:

{a)  Train in mulitary specialist profession, laws and regulations related to the army and -
. - |
other specanlities such as medicine and military scientific technological rescarch;

by Develop personality, walents and physical and mental abilines of military students o
thewr most potential for national defenice;

(ch Develop ideas of military students to respect for  human rights and fundamental
freedoms. and for the pnnciples enshrined in the Charter of the Umited Nations:

idi  Train military stodents so that they live responsibly in a free society, in the spinit of
mutual understanding, peace, forgiveness, equality between sexes and fnendship 'Mlh
all matioms, ethnic groups, nationalitics and religions and immagrants

The Cambodian Human Rights Commingg is an institution of the Royal Government of the
Kingdom of Cambodia that has the roles 1o oversight violanon of human rights and complaings
if there are violations. The Sub-Decree on General Dhscipline for RCAFprovides thar military
personngl in the fraining school or training centre must follow the internal regulation of that
school or centre. The military personnel have the right 1o prorest agmnst the people thap have

imposed punishiment upon them. Such complaint muss be filed with their direet supervisor and
forwarded iumrv:hlmll:.r If there is no response from their senlor leader within 3 months trom

the date the complaint is wrinen down in the complaint book of their unit, the complatnant can
file 3 complaint with the inspectorate depanment along with their case files. After recaiving he
cise files, the inspectorate depaniment shall provide opmons to the Mimster of National
Defence for him to make o decision. i

The Ministry of National Defence has considered the possibility of developing a military Code
of Ethics in collaboration with the Ministry of Justice. A specialized comnussion was created (o
umdertake this matter: vl

The Kingdom of Cambodia has wken a lor of measures to prevent child recruitment by ﬂm
armed forces. These include: =5

- The Law on Compulsory Military Service that provides that only the persons frony 1K o130
vear of age are legally required o fulfil military sérvices, and that the contractual malitary
personnel shall be recruited only when s'he is 18 years old; .

- Forced evacuation of children from one group 1o nnmhcf i5 set forth in the Criminal Code M
genocide crimes punishable for life |mpmnmmm

¥ Criminal Code, Article 183 and 184




= The Law on Education 2007 and ather programmes (o ensures that all citizens bave access
to compilsory P-year education af least free of charge at the public school;

= Raification of international treaties such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
Optional Protocol 1o the Convention of the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of
Children in Armed Conflicts, the ILO Conventions No. 138 and No. 182, and Rome Stanie
of the Intemational Criminal Court,

= The requirement imposed on parents or guardians o have their children’s binth registered as
an ebligation for age verification when a persan 15 required 10 serve military obligation,

= Awareniss raising and training on the protocol and major intemational treatics on buman
nghts and humanitarian laws and so on fo mulitary personnel amd other relevant
professionals torally 35 percents in September 2006 in cooperation and collaboration with
development pariners such as UNICEF, the UN High Commussioner in charge of himan
nghts, the LT Institule in charge of Training and Research, and International Red Cross
Commitice.

No child bas been recruited to serve any armed forces since the Kingdom of Cambodia rauftd
this protocol,

22 Civilians including children, hospitals and schoals are fully protected. Milltary personned are

prcﬂ:lihﬂ-:d from desiroving or loofing people’s property, abdocting people in exchange of a
profit. using violence against people when occupying the fighting area, mmposing punishmeni on
o person without the coun’s judgement, causing physical abuse aganst any person, and
particularly they are prohibited from violating the law of war as stipulated i the international
wreaties signed by the Kingdom of Cambodia® Extensive destruction or appropriation ﬂl'
property not justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and arbirranily as well '

taking mllmuih:ﬁl.ag:s shall be sentenced to life imprisonment according 1o the Penal Code "ﬂ'ﬂ"-"ll

Besides these, any of the following acts constitute war ¢rimes when such acts are commutted on
the pecaston of international or non-interational armed conflicts”;
|, Useof poisoned weapons or weapons designed 1o inflict unnecessary sufferimgs,

2. Intentional attack or bombardment by whatever means against towns, villages, dwellings or
buildings which are undefended and which are not military objectives;

3. Intentional atack against human beings o matenals used for humaniwrian soissions
according to the Charter of the United Nations: il

4. Intentional infliction of starvation of crvilians by depriving them of objects mdlspnﬁahlc rd
their survival; ,,

5. Utihzing the presence of civilians to-avoid from military operations, 0 rendér I:Eﬂ;:ﬁ'v
buildings, some areas of territory or some armed forces:

6. Infentional destriction or damage to buildings dedicated 1o religious. charitable, education,

art and scicnce purposes, historic monuments, anistic works or sciennific works:

Widespread, long-term and severe damage o the natural covironment which would be

clearly excessive in relation 1o the concrete and direet military advantage anhcipated;

% Lootng of public or personal properties,

sl

! Artictes 10:and 13 of Sub-decree on General Discipiines for the Royal Cambedian Armved Forees, Bl
' Articie 194 of Criminal Code.
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To ensure public. safety and prevent disaster that takes people’s lives or desiroys people’s
properies, the Minister of Interior or the Minister of National Defence can order the tempomry
evacuation of the public from their rezidence or from areas where a danger is leamed.

. The CNCC 15 an assistant 10 the Royal Governmeni i the consultation and coordination of

activities related to children, the monitonng and evalustion of the implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international instruments relative 1o children.,
the development of policy, plans, national programmes and other activitics, and 10 propose
requests 1o the Roval Government concerning the needs and issues related 1o the best interests
of children. The CNCC limses with national and internationnl partners. for exchanging ideas,
lessons leamnt and perspectives related 1o the commen goal of mmproving the situation of
children. The CNCC has a Secretarist comprising of three sectors; Cluld Protection and
Monitoring Sector; Administration, Planning and Finance Sector; and Education, Dissentination
and Human Resources Development Sector, The CNCC has four Sub-Committees, capital and
provincial subsidiaries, and mimstrv/instirution working groups m fulfilling their funglions and
coordinanng CRC wmplementation. The CNCC Secretartat is based at the MoSVY and giis
financed from the national budget as o separate budget within the framework of annual buadge
of MoSYY and from national and intemational development partners such as UNICEF,
ILOVIPEC, Save the Children and other organizations that occasionally implement their relevaf
programmes such as the NGO-CRC, Ecpat, Cambodia Acts, UN-IAP, Intervida, Every ﬂ:ilﬂ
Child Fond and Khmer HIVIAIDs NGO Alliance (KHANA),

. In addiion to the curriculum on the nights of the child, ithe education about peace has been

incorporated into the subjects of Khmer literature and civil moral m high schools, Every vear
the Youth Deprroment of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports provides training on the,
Convention on the Rigles of the Child to school directors, deputy directors. male and female
teachers and children who are members of the council of children at primary school and jontor
high school throughout 24 capital/provinces. Those children were questioned in the contest .,
about the nghts of the c¢hild in order to assess their understanding and prizes were given to tha ..
winners, and this event of awareness raising was also disseminated through TV, radio gnd.
newspaper. A number of NGOs has dissemimated the rights of the child 1o people in the 5.
communitics, local authonties and school children through: showing video, leaflets, pospers amh:
hooklets that confain pictures and short explanation which is easy to understand. T

23, On data collection, we generally follows the Sanstics Law whech governs all maners reloted 1o

collection, processing, compilation, analysis, publication and dissemination of statistical data in
the whole Cambodia. According to the Anticle 11 of this law, the National Institute of Statistics
(NIS) of the Mimstry of Planning is responsible for these tasks, So far, NIS has developed the
CAMInfo and created Cambodian socio-ecanomic indicators based on Devinfo. The CAM lufo
his included data conceming the implementation of the CRC, the Cambodia Millennm
Development Goal, World Fit for Children (WFFC), and other global, regional and, natiopal
woals. These datn were updated iwo limes a year by the NIS.

I 2006, MaSVY ereated a Chuld Protecuion Management Informanon Eyslr:m (CP-MIS) m
order 1o collect informarion from all mstitutions and organizations that work in the arch of l:h i
protection, This system helps us to understand the kinds of clients those institufions
prganizations work with and the kinds of services they provide as well as to know location
where specific daa can be scarched 10 share one another, especially to direc ¢M;r'
communication over child protection with mstitutions or organizations. if 8o reqinred. i

At the present this mformation has been wsed by the Inter-disciplinary Working Emup im
Orphans and Vulnerable Children in collaboration with the SEAD NGO to extract data’ from the
CP-MI5 and MoSVY directories into a Directory of Social Services for Vulnerable People
recognized by the King of the Kingdom of Cambodia and the Minister Socinl Affairs, Vererdn
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Affairs and Youth Rehabilitanon, According to this Directory there are 280 NGOs working in
IS places. 2 partmer networks, 85 state-run Hospitals and 220 Health Centers,

Besides the achievements stated above there 15 not yet an extensive evaluation 1o measure I.Ht
results of the implementation of this Optional Protocol.

Prohibition and Related Matters (Aricles 1.2, 4, paras | and 2)

26.

There 15 no definiton of “direer invalvemenr” and “forced recruimmen ™ as well as offences
prescnbed in Article 4 of the Protocol that contain in the existing laws and regulations of the
Kingdom of Cambadia.  Ther¢ has been no deployment of soldiers aged below 18 in any arca
in the Kingdom of Cambaodia since the internat conflict 1s over.

In 2004, the Cambodion Legislabve adopted a law to establish a court (0 inveshgate mmrl:s
committed during the penod of the Khmer Rouge regime 19731979 dunng which the Khmer
Rouge leaders used children aged below 18 as their 1ools 1o mmjml other crimes which the
nation demanded that they be prosecuted by a competent court”, This court is called the Extra-
ordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia.

The act of forcing prisoners of war or civilians to serve the armed forces of the coemy 152 war
cnme punishable to life mprisonment and other additional penalties. As for legal person. in
addition 1o one or more additional penalty or penaliies, they shall be fined from 50 million Riek
1o 504 million Ricls. According to Amicle 29 of the Penal Code, the accomplice of ﬁ:lur.'v‘ﬁ
misdemeanor receives the same punishments as the perpetrator.

In order 1o implemem the Opuonal Protocol o the Covvention on the Rights of the Child on the
Invelvement of Children in Armed Conflicts, the Kingdom of Cambodia has adopted' the liws
and regulations as indicated in items 1 w 5 paragraph |, and the 5 points of wtem 17 afﬂ'lili&
FepoTt

i

. Besides being a state pariv 1o the Convention on the Rights of the Child. the Kingdom of

Cambodia 1s moreover a state party o the following treaties:
(a} Protocals (| and 11} additional 10 the Geneva Convention 1949 (ratified n |998) W

(b Rome Stamute of the Imemanonal Criminal Court 1998 {ratified in 2002 ) I ; oy
(¢) ILO Convention No, 182 conceming the Prohibition and Immediate Action for i

Eliminztion of the Worst Forms of Child Labour 1999 {ratified in 2006),

29, The Kingdom of Cambodia has no private army. A legal entity such as the security compdny

and so on shall be responsible for the acts and activities set out in the Pratocol. Article 42 of (he
2004 Pemal Code stares that “In case it is precisely provided for by o law and legal instrumenis,
legal entities, 1o the exclusion of the State, may be declared as being criminally responsible for
the offences committed, for their interest, by their organs or their representatives. The enminal
responsibility of the legal entity does not exclude the eriminal responsibility of the 'nafuril
person for the same acis.” Prakas No. 3557 PrK dated 06 November 2007 on the Control of
Private Sccurity Forces, the Royal Govemment authorized the establishment of private secufity
company for business purpose and private cstablishment that csiablished and used its owp
security force for non-business purpose. Private secunty force is under the control of the Group
on the Control of Activities of Private Security Services Company. Children below 18 year of
age are not authorized to serve the private security force,

" in accordance with the 1956 Penal Cade.




2.

The extradition of persong accused of having commitied offences conceming the mvolvement of
children m armed conflict determined i the Protocol and other crimes, shall comply with
provisions of the Cominal Procedures Code concerning the extradinon. Exuadition of a
forcigner arrested in the territory of the Kingdom of Cambodia shall be govemed by provisions
of mternational treaties and conventions ratified by the Kingdom of Cambodia, In the absenpe
of international Wreaty or convention ratified by the Kingdom of Cambodia, provisions of the
Chapter on Extradition must be applicable. except otherwise provided for in special provisicoss
of other laws. Extradition can be camied out as long as the acts accused againsi the waned
persons are offences prescribed in the laws of the requesting state as well as in the law of
Cambodia, Al exuadition applications must be submitted to the: Royal Govermment of
Cambaodia through diplomatie means, The Minister of Cambaodia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation will forward the extradition application and letters of proof to the
Mimister of Justice. The Mmmister of Justice will venify the regulority of the application and
forward such application to the Prosecutor Genernl antached to the Phnom Penh Appelisé
Court, The inveshigating chamber of the Phnom Penh Appellate Court is the only cnmpﬂt:‘“ﬂ't
organ that considers ihe regularity of extradinon application recerved by the Royal an:mmq:
of Cambodia. The Kimgdom of Cambodia has signed the extradition agreements with a number
of countries. namely the Kingdom of Thailand. the People’s Republic of China, the Demacriftic
and People's Republic of Laos and the Republic of Korea, Up to now, no request has yel bédn
lodged by any country to extradite persons who have commitied offences is prﬁmﬂtd i I'HE
Protecol to the Kingdom of Cambodia.

i

Protection, Rehabilitation and Reintegration (Amicle 6 Paragraph 3}

i1

33

Demobilization programme began m 1999 through a Project entitled Demabilizanon arid
Reintegration of the Armed Forces. This project aimed at retuming demobilized soldiers to civil
life successtully and contributing 1o the relocation of budget resource to be used in education,
health, agriculture and rural development and so on, This project was funded by the Warkd
Bank, Sweden, Netherland, Japan, the World Food Programme and partial budget of the R{l}"ll
Government of Cambodia. The Roval Government orcated a Council for D:muhrltzmmu of
Armed Forces (CDAFY which was w_spuaasuhlt for the demobilizanon m the Hmnl:lum of
Cambodia. This council carried out a mission (o initiare and accelerate the setlement df
demobilization issues of the armed forces. There was o mention of demobilized solthers 25
children aged below 1R, ,

The enore demobilizanon program was implemened by the Royal Government with
panticipation of UNICEF and other development parmers to respond to the needs for ciuld
education. targeting the children who are offspring and grandchildren of demobilized soldiérs
who had no opportunity i the past to siudy so that they would recerve and further ther
education at the primary education level. UNICEF supporied the Roval Government to launch
this program in 2K with a purpose to assist the destitute children so that they could rlmrh-
receive education service. )
Duie 1o the Iack of financal and human resources and due to the fact thar demobilizanon '-’:ﬂ-'i‘.ﬂ
new programme for the Kingdom of Cambodia, no legal, psychological iminings and nlla:'r
trainings were provided for the people who worked with demobilized soldiers,

Up to now, there has been no report pbout the commission of offences agamst provisions
prohibited by this Protocol. There has been no child demobilization programme of public-atd
private sectors in the Kingdom of Cambodia.
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International Assistance and Cooperation (Aricle 7 Paragraph 1)

i3
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Other Legal Provisions (Arnicle 5)

£t

The Kmngdom of Cambodia has received internanonal assistance and cooperaiion to /implement
this Protocol under the form of weapons reduction from the EU Programme on Small Arms and
Light Weapons in Cambodia (EU-ASAC) and Japan Assistance Team for Small Arms
"u:lanagcm-mt in Cambodia (JSAC), UNICEF and the Cambodian Office of the UN High
Commuissioner for Human Rights have contributed to the dissemination of the Protocol through
publication and training. In 2006, o the initative of the Ministry of National Defense and
United Nations Instinure for Traiming and Research (UNITAR), 3 trmining on the Protocol among
other themes relating to children’s and women's needs in armed conflict was orgamzed for
Cambodian demining team that had to fulfill their peacekeeping mission abroad and a number
of military tramers.

The Kingdom of Cambodia has had combats on the borders that resulted in hundred thoupsands
of refugee families including women and children, and this has much aifected ther education,
health, samitation amd living conditions. In such a situanon the Cambodian Red Cross has
provided huge assistance to victims such as shelters, foods, clean water and health cane serviegs:

. The Kingdom of Cambodia has been cooperating closely with UNICEF and other urgamnlmn.s

working for andior with children. Measures 1o strengthen the international cnnpfr‘ltbm
conceming the implementation of this Protocol include the following
- Allowing the United Nations Agencies 1o take part in the process of consultation on :‘nc
Teport;
- The implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Protocol as well
% other relevant agreements in the regional and international framework.

, The Kingdom of Cambaodia is nol a country where weapons are produced and traded. Al‘llr:]-: 51

of the Constitution states that “The Kingdom of Cambodia adopis a policy of ptrman:ql
neutrality and non-aligned movement. The Kingdom of Cambodia follows a policy of pﬂm:'.l"a.li
co-existence with its neighbors and with all other countries throughout the world. The Kin

of Cambodia shall not imvade any country, nor interfere in any other couniry’s intermal niT.a!rﬁ
directly or wndirectly, and shall solve any problems peacefully with duc respect for mutual
interests, The Kingdom of Cambodia shall not permit any forcign mikitary base on iis termitaey
and shall not have its own military base abroad, except within the framework of a United
Nations tequest”. However. the Kingdom of Cambodia reserves its nghts to accept forcign
assistance in materials, weapons, amumunition, amed forces training and all other kinds of
assistance to prodect itself and 1o maintain the public order and security, Therefore the Kingdom
of Cambodin does not mplement o policy of trading and éxporting small arms and light weapons

The RCAF have taken par in the United Nations peacckoeping mission in Afnica in three mijor
tasks: demining, enginecring and observation. The Kingdom of Cambodia hested a mdiy
national peace operation training exercise in 2010 {ul

The reports of the UN General Secretary tn accordance with resolution 1612(2005) did ﬂﬂl-'tﬁ;l-!-:ﬁ“
note of the situation in the Kingdom of Cambadia.

Provisions of the existing national laws and provisions of the intemational laws bmding Fh:f.'
Kingdom of Cambodia that are considered 1o be more conducive o those of the Protocol include; |

I Article 48 of the Constinnion provides for special protection for children during wartime
and for children against any employment that is hazardous to their education opporuniiics,
health or welfare. The Law on General Stanutes for Military Personnel of the RCAFand fhe
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Law on Compulsory Military Service contain uncondimonal provisions that provide that
professional  military  personnel, comtractual-service mulitary personnel and obligatory
military personnel ar¢ recruited among the persons who reach the age of 18 and have
pln.mca.l fitness a5 nceded to fulfill the function as stipulated in the Joint Prakas of the
Ministry of National Defense and the MoH of August 2010 on the Physical Conditions, m"ifi
Health of Citizens under military obligation,

Therefore. there 15 no exceptional case of increasing the age and physeal conditions m
order that children take part m anmed conflicl

The Kingdom of Cambodia ratificd Protocal | additional to the Geneva Comvention 1949,
and relanng to the Protection of Victims of Intemational Amed Conflicts 1998, Article 77
of this Protocol | provides that children shall be the object of special respect and shall be
protected against-any form of indecent assaults. The parties 1o the conflict shall provide
them with the care and aid they require, whether because of their age or for any other
reason. Party 1o the conflict shall take all types of appropriate measures to prevent childien
aged below 15 from taking part directly in conflict, especially shall stop recruiting childven
to serve the armed forces. Article 78 states that no pany 1o the conflict shall arrange the
evacuation of children to a foreign country, except for 4 temporary evacuation swhiere
compelling reasons of the health or medical treatment of the children or the safity*Eo
require. In case children have parents or legal guardion, the wnitten consent of parents or
begal guardians on the evacuation is requuired.

3. The Kingdom of Cambodia ratified the Geneva Convention on Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War [958, Arficle 24 of this convention provides for necessary measures
lo ensure that children under 15, who are orphancd or are separated from their fanulics asg
result of the war, are not left 1o their own resources, and that their maintenance, the excreise
of their rehigion and their education are facilnated m all circumstances

4, The Kingdom of Cambodia mtified Prowocel 11 additionnl 1o the Geneva Convention 1'}“
relative to the Protection of Vietims of non-Tnternational Armed Conflicts 1998 Haby
umdergone experiences for decades of war, the Kingdom of Cambodia has further
strengthened the protection of vietims, especially ehildren against nou- -international ﬂiﬂnﬂ
conflicts by strictly imposing the method of waging war.

L]
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5. In the international framework, in particular in ASEAN framework, the Kmpgdom of
Cambodia iz committed to;
- Protect and enhance parinership for peace and prosperity in the world:
- Combat against internanonal terrorism;
- Suppress trafficking in persons, in particular women and children:
- Eliminate the acts of violence against women in ASEAN

|7y
Conclusion

39, Despite the Kingdom of Cambodia has recently had border conflicts with Thailand, tliere JTHLL'BI;
one Cambodian child involved in this armed conflict. The Kingdom of Cambadia has been i
is being mrcrested 10 provide services to refugees. especially 1o child refugees through the
protection of their safety, urgent nssistance, temporary shelters, and 1o ensure that. children
living in the areas imvaded by the Royal Thai Armed Forces have the opportunity (o education
and healthcare services like children in other areas in the country,
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Annexes:
- The Law on Compulsory Milltary Service 2006
- The Law on General Stamtes for Military Personnel of the RCAF1W7
- The Sub=Decree on General Diseiplines for the RCAF2002
-The Sub-decree on Conditions and Procedures for Conducting Census,  Recrmitment,
luviatation, Delay for Youth doing Study and Citizens of Special Case and Implementation of
the Law on Compulsory Miliary Service 2004,
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CAMinfo
CCWC
CDAF
CNCC
COSECAM
CPMIS
CRC
ECPAT
ILOYIPEC

1OM
LAC
LEASTEC

MoEYS
MoH
Mol

Mol
MoLVT
MoP
MoSVY
MoT
MoWwa
NGOCRC
NIS
RCAF
UNIAP
UNITAR
WFFC

Acronym

Cambodia Information

Commune Commitees for Women and Children

Council for Demobilization of Armed Forces

Cambodia National Council for Children

Coalition to Address Child Exploitation in Cambodia

Child Protection Monitoring Information System

Convention on the Rights of the child

End Child Prostitution, Abuse and Trafficking

International Labour Qrganizaion/International Programme on
Elimination of Child¢ Labour

Intemmational Organization for Migration

Legal Aid of Cambogdia

Law Enforcement Against Abuse, Sexual Exploeitation and
Tratticking of Chnldren

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports

Mimstry of Health

Ministry of [micrior

Ministry of Justice

Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training

Ministry of Planming

Ministry of Social Alfaires, Veteran and Y outh Rehabilitation
Ministry of Tourism

Ministry of Womean's Affairs

Non Government Organization Committee for Children’s Rights
Mational Institute of Statistics

Hoyal Cambodian Armed Forces

United Nation Inter-agency on Human Traf(licking

United Wations Instiraie for Training and Rescarch

World Fit for Children




