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|
AN ACT TO RECOGNIZE, PROTECT AND PROMOTE THE
| RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES/
_ INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, CREATING A NATIONAL
* COMMIS 510N ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, ESTABLISHING
; IMPLEMENTING MECHANISMS, APPROPRIATING FUNDS
] THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repmenranves of the
Philippines in Congress assembled:

CHAPTER I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION: 1. Short Title. - This Act shall be known as "The
Indigenous Peoples Rights Act of 1997".
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SEC. 2. Declaration of State Policies. - The State shall recognize : :
and promote all the rights of Indigenous Cultural Communities/ a) Ancestral Domains - Subject to Section 56 hereof, refer to all
Indigenous Peoples (ICCs/IPs) hereunder enumerated within the areas generally belonging to ICCs/IPs wmumhhnd-, inland waters,
framzork of the Constitution: : coastal areas, and natural resources therem, held under 3 claim of
; ,m;pwdorposseued!:y!C_Cs/IP;,bylhmpelvymﬂnwgh
a) The State shall recognize and promote the rights of ICCs/IPs their ancestors, communally or individually smce time immemorial,
within the framework of national unity and development; : ;‘:?;ﬂnlym ﬂ!ﬁlﬂm:mmww“mm
’ IIOMI_ orce, stealth or as a consequence of
b) The State shall protect the rights of ICCS/IPs to their ancestral ‘, government projects or any other vohumntary dealings entered into by
domajnstoensured:eireconomic, socialaI:d cultural well being and shall ? 80"“"’1110:: and Pg:;w mdlvxduals/comnm, and wln;th are
recognize the applicability of customary laws governing property rights - ' Decessary to ensure economic, social and cultural welfare. It shall
of relations indppetcrmining the ownership and extent of ancestral domain; f include ancestral lands, forests, pasture, residential, agricultural, and
c) TheStatcshallmcognize,mectandpmmd:crightsofICCsl oﬂmme,hmm mmmm bodies of
lPstopreserveanddevelbptheirmdnncs,uadiﬁonsandinsﬁmﬁons. It W.Mu@'.phnmmﬁmmmm
shall consider these rights in the fomm!ationofnaﬁonallawsmdpolicies; | m}? be e::l;nvely m by Immbm from which they
d)TthmeshauguaranwethatmnbersoftthCCsI[Psrcgard- 1 M!ﬁe%mof[&ﬂhwhomsﬁﬂmdkwor
less ofscx,shaﬂequaﬂy'enjoyﬂlcﬁlﬂmnmofhumanﬁghtsand ! shifting cultivators; :
freedoms without distinction or discrimination;
_ b) Ancestral Lands -_S_ubject.wSecﬁnnStihueof, refers to land
¢) The State shall take measures, with the participation of the ICCs/ ! occupicd, possessed and utilized by individuals, families and clans who
[Ps concerned, to protect their rights and guarantee respect for their are members of ﬂchCCﬂl’l Since time immemorial, by themselves or
cultural i gtity,lndtocnsureﬂmmembersqfﬂchCCsIIPsbencﬁton i wmmm under .claims of individual or
anequajfobﬁng&nmdurfghtsandoi!pornm:ﬁuwhichmﬁom!laws Mmgwmwmmym-ﬁc-mmm
and regulations grant to other members of the population; and g’mrpied W%GWMNWMWMM&,
‘ as a consequence 1 government oﬂu-vomyduhn‘ gs
f) The Sﬂﬁ"’ recognizes its obligations to bl';apond to the strong entered m&msgtqmﬂn mm?‘& individuais/corporations,
expression of the ICC/IPs for cultural integrity by assuring maximum % ot limited to, residential lots, rice terraces or paddies,
Iccnp f i ’oninﬂw-di!ecﬁonofedu;ation,henlﬂl.aswellasoﬂm prvate mm“““”;
services of I in order to render suc services more responsive to _ Sl i ¢
the needs and desires of these communities. ) _Caﬂﬁmkhm:fdmdbommmm--m_ bambﬁnmﬂym
Towards these ends, the Saie shal institute and esablish the encestl donains identified and delineated in accordence with this
Decessary mechanisms to enforce an, guarantee the realization of these ' R T - : o S
dghts,nldngﬁmconsjdmﬁonﬂ:eirmﬂadiﬁons,vahmbeﬁefa,, ‘ d)Cﬂgan'wf ' Laldrntlg-refuubaﬁﬂaﬁmnny
interests and institutions, and to adopt and i lement measures to protect Tecognizing th naypngrowmgmmwm,
their uglm to their ancestral domains. L _‘m-\,_;;;dr:._..' ,..-.._.;'"_,‘ L e o 29 oL
thereon, belonging to the whole community within
CHAPTER I Dl e P P
{ f) Customary Laws - refer 10 a of written
DEFINITION OF TERMS . Tules, us ;customs and practices. traditionally:.
. -« SEC., - 3. Definition of Terms. - For purposes of this Act, the g . iyt i g S =] 2% p0reTos Krabtav o
following terms shall mean:~ .. il 2ige-T mexaanibo 8) Freeand Prior Consent- as used in this Act shall mean
the consensus of all members of lhel(!&llrsbhe determined in
© with their customary laws and practices, free from




any external manipulation, interference and coercion, and obtained after
fullydlsclosmgﬂ:cmtentandseopeoftheactivhy,inalmgmgeand
process understandable to the community;

from the majority of Filipinos. ICCs/IPs shall likewise include peoples
whongmgudeduindigmon'mmtoﬂheirdncmﬁmthe

atios wﬁchmhabﬂadﬂxe‘eom-ry,'ndwﬁmeofconqustor
co on, or at the time of inroads of non-indigenous religions and
cﬂhnu,mﬂ:euubﬁ:hmofmmmbomdﬁqwhomninm
otallofﬂxmownsociaLwomuﬁc,culumlmdpolitiealimﬁmﬁom,but
whom:yhavebemdispheedﬁ'omthdrmdiﬁomldomﬁmorwhomay
have resettled outside their ancestral domains;

cu!tur;)l IndingolmwlSnmorehmormﬁoml and
leadership ‘systems, ‘istitutions, relationships, patterns and
processes for decision-making and participation, identified by ICCs/IPs
such as, but not limited to, Council of Council of Timuays, Bodong
Holders, or any other tribunal or body of similar nature;

2xd) Indfﬁdmlaaim-mferwchhmmlmdmdrighuﬂueon
whlc]:hlvebemdcvolvedtoﬁldividmk,fmﬁliumdclmsimluding,but
nothmiwdm,residcnﬁallots,ﬁeemﬁg:uorpaddiumdﬁeelon;

k) National Commission on Indi; Peoples (NCIP) - refers to
wqﬁuw.%ﬁg&mWM§ shall be under the Office o the
President, and which imary government ible
for the formulation and inq:lemmtanonmofpohcm,' i mepm
torecognize,mandplmtheﬁghuoﬂm;

) Nmnﬂé-mfuémpmﬁn' rights to lands and domains
which, as far back as memory reaches, have been held under a claim of
private ownership by ICCs/IPs, have never been public lands and are thus
mdupuubtypumnedmhmbeenheldﬂmtmysincebeforcmesmish
Conquest;

.m)NoW Organization - refers to a private, fit
ofmmmmhlwgsgd_ an established track record for

| il i B b T AT &
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effectiveness and acceptability in the community where it serves;

n) People’s Organization - refers to a private, nonprofit voluntary
organization of members of an ICC/IP which is accepted as

representative of such ICCs/IPs;

0) Sustainable Traditional Resource Rights - refer to the rights of
ICCs/IPs to sustainably use, manage, protect and conserve a) land, air,
water, and minerals; b) plants, animals and other organisms; c) collecting,

ﬁahingandmjrmm;d)medsiws;mde)oﬁumof
economic, ial and aesthetic value in accordance with their
indigenous knowledge, beliefs, systems and practices; and

p) Time Immemorial - refers to a period of time when as far back as
memory can go, certain ICCs/IPs-are known to have occupied, possessed
gmecomptoioww,mduﬁlimdadeﬁn:idﬂwd::ohedmm

operation of customary law or inheri ir ancestors, in

CHAPTER I
RIGHTS TO ANCESTRAL DOMAINS

SEC. 4. Concept of Ancestral Lands/Domains. - Ancestral laads/
domains shall include such concepts of territories which cover not only the
physical environment but the total environment including the spiritual
and cultural bonds to the areas which the ICCs/IPs possess, occupy and
use and to which they have claims of ownership.

SEC. 5. Indigenous Concept of Ownership. - Indigenous concept of
ownership sustains the view that ancestral domains and all resources
found therein shall serve as the material bases of their cultural integrity.
The indigenous concept of ownership generally holds that ancestral
domainsmﬂuICCﬂlP'upﬁmb\ucommnitypopmywbichbelongs
to all generations and therefore cannot be sold, disposed or destroyed. it
likewise covers sustainable traditional resource rights.

SEC. 6. Composition of Ancestral Lands/Domains. - Ancestral
lands and domains shall consist of all areas generally belonging to ICCs/
IPsurefeuet_imquocJ,imns(n)md?b)ofth'uAct.

- SEC.7. Ri knmAm#dDomm-Thnghﬁofmzpmd

ik ! Ownership - The ri Siaion. 03 2
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places, traditional hunting and fishing grounds, and all improvements
made by them at any time within the domains;

b} Right to Develop Lands and Natural Resources. - Subject to
Section 56 f, right to develop, control and use lands and territories
traditionally occupied, owned, or used; to manage and conserve natural
resources within the territories and uphold the responsibilities for future
genemims;tobeneﬁtmddnrethepmﬁtsﬁomanoclﬁonmduﬁﬁnﬁon
of the natural resources found therein; the right to negotiate the terms and
conditions for the exploration of natural resources in the areas for the
purpose of ensuring ecological, environmental protection and the
conservation measures, to national and customary laws; the
nghttoaninfonnedandin!nﬂigentpuﬁcipaﬁmhd)eformhﬁonand
impluncnuﬁonufmypmject.govmtorprivm,ﬂntudllaﬁ‘ect or
impact upon the ancestral domains and to receive just and fair
conpmmﬁonfonnydamsgeswhichmeymmminuamuhofﬂle
project; and the right to effective measures by the government to prevent
any interference with, alienation and encroachment upon these rights;

c) Right to Stay in the Territories. - The right to stay in the territory
No ICCs/IPs will be relocated without
informed consent, nor through any means other than
eminent domain. Where relocation is considered necessary as an
excepﬁomlmeme,mhmbuﬁunshllnkephoemlywithﬂ:eﬁee
and prior informed consent of the ICCs/IPs concerned and whenever
wﬁgmmumummmwmm
domains, as soon as the grounds for relocation cease to exist. When such
return is not possible, as determined by agreement or through appropriate
ICCs/IPs shall be provided in all possible cases with lands of
ity and status at least equal to that of the land previously occupied
by them, suitable to provide for their present nceds and future
development. Persons thus relocated shall likewise be fully compensated
for any resulting loss or injury;

d) Right in Case of Dis - Incase displacement occurs as
a result of natural phes, the State shall endeavor to resettle the
displaced ICCs/IPs in sui! le areas where they can have life

support systems: Provided, That the displaced ICCs/IPs have the
xightwmnntod:cirabnndonedlmdmnﬁlmhﬁme_dmdnmmlcy
and safety of such lands shall be determined: Provided, further, That
should their ancestral domain cease to exist and normalcy and safety of

the previous settlements are not possil e, displaced ICC«/IPs shall enjoy
security of tenure over lands to which they have been d: ided,

to ensure that their needs are adequately addre:

ofe)mzht Rﬁlm dm&m resulate entry

f) Right to Safe and Clean Air and Water. - For this purpose, the

ICCs/IPs shall have toi
thei inland waters snd 0t spaces” e Tasegement of

8) Right to Claim Parts of Reservations. -The ri ;
:mmmmmdomm' which vebeenmervm ed;o?%ha:'lmhmw?
ot and intended for common and public welfare and

h) Right to Resolve Conflict. - Right to resolve land conflicts i
accordance with customary laws of the arzlm where mev;ndh l:;cated, anl:
onlymdcfmlhd:mfshaﬂtheconq)himsbcmbnﬁttedmamicable
seu:lmentandlnlheComsomedcewhmevetneomuy.

SEC. 8. Rights to Ancestral Lands. The right of i
ol of C .- 0 OWnemh:p_ and
possession o lhchCslIPsmthmrlncmdhndsshaﬂbemognmdmd

. 3) Right to transfer land/property. - Such right shall i
WWGMWWM;%?M
mﬂmwwmymmmdimdmcmq

; b)Rightm@edmgyﬁoq.-lne;mwhmeitiuhownthutheMer

rights virtue of any agreement or devise, to -
?mnbnofﬂlgcomdeCClesuuﬁmdbyd:cviﬁltedemm:om
CCdIPs,nrutrmsfuredfonnuncmsciomblncomidmﬁonmpricc
the transferor ICC/IP shall have the right to redeem the same within o

period not exceeding fifteen (15) years from the date of transfer.

SEC. 9. Responsibilities of ICCS/IPs to their Ancestral ;
ICCY/IPs occupyin ified : Domains. -
fllowing responsibiities: | MGt . Jawe the

a) Maintain Ecological Balance. - To L
mlwmhﬂiﬂﬂ:emw' preserve, restore, and main-
fauna, watershed areas, and other mdomnmu; by protecting the flora and

<€) Observe Laws. - To observe 530
this Actand the roles ad regalacons for s SHbctve A brcomm

SEC. 10. Unauthorized and Unlawfi Intrusion. - Unauthorized
unlawful intrusion upon, ar use of any portion of the ancestral domain,

or any violation of the rights hereinbefore enumerated, shall be punishable

IS
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under this law. Furthermore, the Government shall take measures to
ent non-ICCs/IPs from taking advantage of the ICCs/IPs customs or
k of wndere of lnws to secure ownership, possession of land
b"lnfu,.uu said IC

SEC. 11. Recognition of Ancestral Domain Rights. - The rights of
ICCs/1Ps to their ancestral domains by virtue of Native Title shall be
recognized and respected. Formal recognition, when solicited by ICCs/
IPsconccmed,shnllbeembodmdmaCcmﬁcateofAnoesu'alDomun

T e (CADT), which shall recognize the title of the concerned ICCs/IPs
over the territories identified and delineated.

SEC. 12. Option to Secure Certificate of Title Under
Commonwealth Act 141, as amended, or the Land Registration Act 496.
- Individual members of cultural communities, with respect to their
mdmdmlly-owned ancestral lands who, by themscives or through their
predecessors-in-interest, have been in continuous possession and
occwaﬁonofﬂwsag;;:e mc;fowmsmceumemmoml‘;:
for a period of not thirty years immediately preceding

e R LT S T
IPs shall have the option to secure title to their
provisions of Commonwealth Act 141, as amended, or the Land

Reglsu'auonAct496

. For this said individually-owned ancestral lands, which
mmmdmnymmrmmmm

and tree inc} those with a slope of
D e (AR e oy ch = sl
disposable agricultural lands.
The option ted under this section shall be exercised within
(M)ymgﬁewﬂofﬂmx\ct.
CHAPTER IV

RIGHT TO SELF-GOVERNANCE AND EMPOWERMENT

SEC.13. SeIfGavemance Thesuﬁcrecognmﬂwmhexmtngh

of ICC/IPs to self- vmceandsclf-demmonmdmspucaﬂn

of their practices and institutions. Consequently, the

Suemwmcn;hoHMmﬁeelymcmmmc,
soculmdculumldevelopmnt.

© SEC. 14. Support for Autonomous Regions. - The State ‘shall
continue to strengthen and support the autonomous created under
*the Constitution as they may or need. The State shall likewise

the Cordllletastousethefmmandcontmtotﬁ:elrmys of life as may be
compatible with the fundamental rights defined in the Constitution of the

lic of the Philippines and other internationally recognized human
rights.

SEC. 15. Justice System, Conflict Resolution Institutions, ans
Peace Building Processes. - The ICCs/IPs shall have the right to use their
own commonly accepted justice systems, conflict resolution institutions,
peace building processes or mechanisms and other customary laws and
practices within their respective communities and as may be ible
w;t]ll:thenauonallegalsystemandwnhmtemmomﬂymmmd
rights

SEC. 16. Right to Participate in Decision-Making - ICCs/IPs have

the right to participate fully, i so choose, at all levels of decision-
in matters which may their nglm, lives and destinies
detexmed by them as well as to maintain and

develop their own indigenous political structures. Consequently, the State
shall ensure that the I shall be given mandatory representation in
policy-making bodlu and other local legislative councils.

SEC. 17. Riglu to Determine and Decide Priorities for
Development. - The ICCs/IPs shall have the right to determine and decide
their own priorities for development affecting their lives, beliefs,

They shall pamc:patemﬂle fommlmon,:mplememuonmdevalmuon
of policies, plans and programs for national, regional and local

development which may affect them.

SEC. 18. Tribal Baran TheIOCl/IPshvmgmconnguous
areas Or communities whereg?fmmmz predominant

which are located in municipalities, prwmcesorcxucswhu'etheydonot
conmmdlemajmtyofthepopuhnm,myformormmuepm
barangay in accordance with the Local Government Code on the creation
of tribal barangays. .

SEC.19. RoleofPeopk:O:gmxzanou - The State shall rec
and respect the role of independent I otgamzmonswembcﬂm
ICCs/IPs to pursue and protect their legitimate and collective interests and
:spnmduwghpmfulmdhwﬁllmem

SEC. 20. Means for Development/Empowerment of ICCs/IPs. - The
Government shall establish the means for the ﬁfﬂ{ development/
empowerment of the ICCs/IPs own institutions and initistives 2~d, where
necessary, pmvxdetbemmmneededﬂmefor
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CHAPTER V
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

EC. 21. Equal Protection and Non-discrimination of ICCs/IPs. -
Conmsten'sn(iwiﬂlgemaquﬂpmmuon' clause of the Constitution of the
Republic of the Philippines, the Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights including the Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women and International Human
Rights Law, the State shail, with due recognition of their distinct
chnutetisﬁcsandidcnﬁty.wcordtothemmbenofihel(}(?sl[?sthc
rights, protections and privileges enjoyed by the rest of the citizenry. It
shall extend to them the same employment rights, opportunitics, basic
services, educational and other and available to every
member of the society. Accordingly, the State shall likewise ensure that
the employment of any form of force or coersion against ICCs/IPs shall
beﬂwithbth.

The State shall ensure that the fundamental human rights and
freedoms as enshrined in the Constitution and relevant international
inmmmtsmgc:mnedalmtohdigmuswom Towards this end,

in this Act shall be interpreted so as to result in the diminution
of:ignundptivileguahud_y@opiudmdmdedhwommdcr
isty general application.

SEC. 22. Rights during Armed Confflict. - ICCs/IPs have the right
to i protecmimdsecmtym iods of armed conflict. The State
shmegb.lluveinmﬁmﬂ inputimly_,@el’mﬂ!_(iencyn
Convention of 1949, for the protection of _cwxhnn ons in
circumstances of and armed conflict, and not recruit
members of the I apinstthcirwillhtoﬂlea;nwdfomu,mdm
particular, for use against other ICCs/IPs; nor recruit children of ICCs/
[Ps into the armed forces under any circumstance; nor force indigenous
mmmmmmmmam
or relocate theta in special centers for military purposes under any

SEC. 23. Freedom from Discrimination and Right to Equal
Opportunity and Treatment. - It shall be the right of the ICCs/IPs to be free
. fg'rmenq:loymm,“ : mﬂft:’:&ym 'auoy" Ifa'qun t"!:sl
conditions o! may l oppe
hmmbqummwmﬂmmn
as other occupationally -related benefits, informed of their rights under

11

Towards this end, the State shail, within the framework of national
laws and regulations, and in cooperation with the ICCs /IPs concerned,
adopt special measures to ensure the effective protection with regard to the
recruitment and conditions ofemploymmtoag:“?ombc ing to these
communities, to the extent that they are not effectively pro by laws
applicable to workers in general.

ICCs/1Ps shall have the right to association and freedom for all trade
union activiti&a and the right to conclude i%llllelctive bargaining
agreements with employers' organizations. They likewise have the
right not to be subject to working conditions hazardous to their health,
particularly through exposure to pesticides and other toxic substances.

SEC. 24. Unlawful Acts Pertaining to Empioyment. - It shall be
unlawful for any person:

a) To discriminate against any ICC/IP with respect to the terms and
conditions of employment on account of their descent. Equal
remuneration shall be paid to ICC/IP and non-ICC/IP for work of equal
value; and

b) To deny any [CC/IP employee any right or benefit herein
provided for or to discharge them for the purpose of preventing them from
enjoying any of the rights or benefits provided under this Act.

SECt._;St.MBasic Services. - The I(i(j;lﬂ's have the right to special
measures immediate, effective continuing improvement of
their economic and social conditions, including in the areas of
employment, vocational training and retraining, housing, sanitation,
heaith and social security. Particular attention shall be paid to the rights
and special needs of indigenous women, elderly, youth, children and
differently-abled persons. Accordingly, the State shall the right
of ICCs/IPs to government's basic services which include, but not
limited to, water and electrical facilities, education, health and
infrastructure.

SEC. 26. Women. - ICC/IP women shall enjoy equal rights and
opportunitics with men, as regards the social, economic, political and
cuitural spheres of life. The partici of indigenous women in the

isi ing process in all levels, as well 2s in the development of
society, shall be given due respect and recognition.

The State shall provide full acoess to education, matemal and child

m:‘mmﬁ?@ﬁ gt f;nmmg""mm
; 1)

vided to ensble these women to fully participate in all aspects of social

‘life. As faras possible, the State shall ensure that indigenous women have

access to all services in their own languages. . = -
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SEC. 27. Children and Youth. - The State shall recognize the vital
role of the children and youth of ICCs/IPs in nation-building and shall
promots andprotectﬂwiryhynicaLmaLsphinnLinmihcunlmdsocial
well-being. Towards this end, the State shall support all government
pmg!msintcndedforthede'veiopmentmdmnﬁngofﬂnc ildren and
youth of ICCs/IPs for civic efficiency and establish such mechanisms as
ﬁbenecmaryfortheprowcﬁonofﬂleﬁghmafmemdigmchﬂdren

SEC. 28. Integrated System of Education. - The State shall, through
tie NCIP, provide a complete, adequate and integrated system of
~ducation, relevant to the needs of the children and young people of ICCs/
IPs.

CHAPTER VI
CULTURAL INTEGRITY

SEC. 29. Protection of Indigenous Culture, Traditions and
Institutions. - The State shall respect, recognize and protect the right of
ICCs/IPs to preserve and protect their culture, traditions and institutions.
It shall consider these rights in the formulation and application of national
plans and policies.

SEC. 30. Educational Systems. - The State shall provide equal
access to various cultural opportunities to the ICCs/IPs through the
e&mﬁomlsyﬂem.publicor;ﬁuﬁemhmlmﬁﬁes,achohuhips,
mmmmﬁmwmmwmmmmmm
control their educational systems and mstitutions by providing education
inmeitownlnmamma iate to their cultural methods
of teaching and ing. Indigenous 'youth shall have the right
to all levels and forms of education of the State. e

SEC. 31. Recognition of Cultural Diversity. - The State shall
endeavor to have the dignity and diversity of the cultures, traditions,
historics and aspirations of the ICCs/IPs i reflected in all
forms of education, public information cultural-educational
exchange. Consequently, the State shall take effective measures, in
consultation with ICCs/IPs concemned, to eliminate prejudice and
discrimination and to promote tolerance, ing and good
relations among ICCs/IPs and all segments of society. the
Government shall take effective measures to ensure that State-owned

mmwm_mhmm
. ties and i ; ertukines like fostivals,

- conferences, seminars and workshops to promote-and -enhance their
fistinctive herita !lﬂlﬂh-' B R R e et :
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SEC. 32. Community Intellectual Rights. - ICCs/IPs have the right
to practice and revitalize their own cultural traditions and customs. The
Sma.aluﬂp:uerve,pmwctmddevelopthepmm.ndﬁmm
mamf«u_tiomofdmirctﬂumuweiludnﬂglnmhmﬁmﬁmof
cultural, intellectual, religious, and spiritual property taken without their
free and prior informed consent or in violation of their laws, traditions and
customs.

SEC. 33. Rights to Religious, Cultural Sites and Ceremonies. -
ICCs/IPs shall have the right to manifest, practice, develop and teach their
spiritual and religious traditions, customs and ceremonies; the right to
maintain, protect and have access to their religious and cultural sites; the
right to use and control of ceremonial objects; and, the right to the
repatriation of human remains. Accordingly, the State shall take effective
measures, in hucg: with the ICCs/IPs co:;:emed, med‘enuue that
indigenous places, including burial sites, be preserved, respected
and protected. To achieve this purpose, it shall be unlawful to:

a) Explore, excavate or make diggings on archeological sites of the
ICCs/IPs for the purpose of cbtaining materials of cultural values without
the free and prior informed consent of the community concerned; and

) b) Deface, remove or otherwise destroy artifacts which are of great
importance to the ICCs/IPs for the preservation of their cultural heritage.

SEC. 34. Right 1o Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Practices
-t ok ﬁ:ﬂ?wmspmdmmlgaid e
to the recognition o i protection of their
cultural and intellectual rights. They shall have the right to special
measures to control, develop and protect their sciences, technologies and

knowbdgemandmhowbdge t‘thepropauu f fauna
o o

_ SEC. 35. Access io Biological and Genetic Resources. - Access to
biological and genetic resources and to indigenous knowledge related to
the conservation, utilization and enhancement of these resources, shall be
allowed within ancestral lands and domains of the ICCs/IPs only with a
free and prior. informed consent of such :communities, obtained in
accordance with customary laws of the concerned community.

shall recognize the ri T e sl
development and _&mhknﬂ_w;omnhcﬁmfw

it 3 ¥
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its effective implementation. The State shall likewise promote the
bio-genetic and resource management systems among the ICCs/IPs and
shall encourage tion among government agencies to ensure the
successful sustainable development of ICCs/IPs.

SEC. 37. Funds for Archeological and Historical Sites. - The ICCs/
IPs shall have the right to receive from the national government all funds
especially earmarked or allocated for the management and preservation
of their archeological and historical sites and artifacts with the financial
and technical support of the national government agencies.

CHAPTER VII

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES (NCIP)

SEC. 38. Narional Commission on Indigenous Cultural
Communities/Indigenous Peoples (NCIP). - To carry out the policies
IPs(Né?P) wmé?“shﬁt oyl et o

, whi primary government agency responsible
for the formulation and implementation of policies, plans and programs
topromtzandmtectﬂmﬁghﬂsmdwell-being of the ICCs/IPs and the
recognition of their ancestral domains as well as their rights thereto.

SEC. 39. Mandate. - The NCIP shall protect and promote the
interest and well-being of the ICCs/IPs with due regard to their beliefs,
customs, traditions and institutions.

SEC. 40. Composition. - The NCIP shall be an independent agency
under the Office of the President and shall be composed of seven (7)
Commissioners belonging to ICCs/IPs, one (1) of whom shall be the

i The Commissioners shall be appointed by the President of
the Philippines from a list of recommendees submitted by authentic ICCs/
IPs: Provided, That the seven (7) Commissioners shall be appointed

i from each of the following ethnographic areas: Region I and
the Cordilleras; Region II; the rest of Luzon; Island Groups including
Mindoro, Palawan, Romblon, Panay and the rest of the Visayas; Northern
and Western Mindanao; Southern and Eastern Mindanso; and Central
Mindanao: Provided, Thatatleasttwe (2) of the seven(7) Commissioners
shall be women.

SEC. 41. Qualifications, Tenure, Compensation. - The
Chairperson and the six (6) Commissioners must be natural born Filipino
citizens, bonafide members of ICCs/IPs as certified by his/her tribe,
experienced in ethnic affairs and who have worked for at least ten (10)
years with an ICC/IP commmunity and/or any government agency involved
in ICC/IP, at least 35 years of age at the time of appointment, and must
be of proven honesty and integrity: Provided, That at least two (2) of the

&)

7) Commiss ioners shall be members of the Philippine Bar:
sPfar‘crrev!:a'a(zd) further, 'I‘lllat the members of the NCIP shall hoid office for a

i years, subjecttore-a intment for another
mms) M%b:opamnmn%efmmﬁmgwo
(2) terms. Amommmmyvmyshnﬂonlybefordnxmgxpmd
mofm.pmmandinqocaesh_allamqlbube mﬂgr
Mgnatedinatempormoracﬂngcapacﬂy:?rgmdeiﬁ Iy, That the

and the Commissioners shall be entitled to compensation in
accordance with the Salary Standardization Law.

.42 val from e.-Anymcmberof:ﬂ}ql‘{Cleaybe
removiﬁcﬁ-:i f;?ﬁ?c.; byﬁ:,hc %t’ on his own initiative or upon
recommendation by any indigenous community, before the expmuottt o}
his term for cause and after complying with due process requirement o
law.

_ 43. Appointment of Commissioners. - The President shall
appoi:?tlit(::e se?ren FII;OComm:mom i 'fnets of the NCIP within ninety (90) days
from the effectivity of this Act.

7 ish i the
SEC. 44. Powers and Functions. - To accomplish its ma'nd:aw,
NCIP shall have the following powers, jurisdiction and function:

] hich
a) To serve as the primary government agency through w
ICC;!II)’s can seek government assistance and as the medium, through
which such assistance may be 3

b) To review and assess the conditions of ICCs/1Ps including
e:ustmg) la:rs and policies pertinent thereto and to propose relevant laws
and policies to address their role in national development;

: 2k d

To formulate and implement policies, plans, programs an
pro'ec‘g fo: the economic, social and cultural development of the ICCs/IPs
and' to monitor the implementation thereof;

) i f experts from
d Torequestanadengageduservmes_andsupportn
other a;enciﬁ of government or employ private experts and consultants
asmyberequixedinthemtofﬂsobjecuves;

e) To issue certificate of ancestral land/domain title;

Subject mexisﬁnghws.mmmmepnmm._amnts,or
umng?:nmhwithgovmntmpivp&qmesogmﬁﬂes:?my:
n to attain the objectives of this Act, and subject 1 the @t_ppro;d
of the Presicent, to obtain loans from government g ¥ ufutions
other lending institutions to finance its programs,
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g)Toncgoﬁatcforﬁmdsmdwaooeptm,domtions,giﬂx
mdlorpropuﬁeshwhmverfmmmd&omwhma;tgzce,hcaland
international, subject to the approval of the President o Philippines,
for the benefit of ICC«/IPs and administer the same in accordance with the
terms thereof; or in the absence of any condition, in such manner
cmistentwithﬂ:cintcteuofICCdIPsasWelluexisting-hws;

h) Tocoord:'natcdcvelopmcntpmgrmmdpmjectsforﬂlead~
vancement of the ICCs/IPs and to oversee the proper implementation
thereof;

t ]

i) To convene periodic conventions or assemblies of IPs to review,
assess as well as propose policies or plans;

i) Toadvisemeptuidemdﬂlel’hilippinaontﬂmatteumhﬁng
todleICCs/IPsandtosubmitwiﬂ:insixty(GO)dayuftcrthecloseofuch
calendar year, a report of its operations and achievements;

k) To submit to Congress iate legislative proposals intend-
edtocaxryoutthepolicicsundc:m' Act;

1) To prepare and submit the appropriate budget to the Office of the
President;

m)To issue appropriate certification as a -condition to the grant
of permt, lcase,grant,oranyoﬂlersitnilarsng;ity for the disposition,
utilization, management and appropriation by any private individual,
corporate entity or any government a , corporation or subdivision
thereof on any part or portion of ancestral domain taking into
consideration the consensus approval of the ICCs/IPs concerned;

n) Todecide allappeals from the decisions and acts of all the various
oﬁmwrﬂmtheComm

o) To promulgate the necessary rules and regulations for the
implementation of this Act;

p) To exercise such other powers and functions as may be directed
by the President of the Republic of the Philippines; and

q) To represent the Philippine ICCs/IPs in all international
and conventions dealing with indigenous peoples and other
related concerns.

SEC. 45. Accessibility and Transparency. - Subject to such
limitations as may be provided by law or mm
promulgated pursuant thereto, all official documents and papers
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pertniningtoofﬁcinlacm,trmacﬁonsordecisiom,uwellnreseamh
datausedasbasisforpoﬁcydevelopmtoftbeMoanemde
accessible to the public.

SEC. 46. Offices within the NCIP. - The NCIP shall have the
following offices which shall be responsible for the implementation of the
policies herei provided:

b e, Ao Mmoo O sl

responsi or identification, delineation recognition o
ancestral lands/domains. Itshllahobemponsibleforﬂwm::ﬁm
oflneesualhndudominsinlcwdmewiﬂumasterphnu asthe
i:nplementxﬁonofﬂwanoewaldomainﬁghaofdwlm“mvi&d
in Chapter III of this Act. It shall also issue, upon the free and prior
infmmedeomentofﬂnlCCdIPaconwmd,cuﬁﬁuﬁmnimtodw
grant of any license, lease or permit for the exploitation of natural
rmncun_ﬁ'ectﬁ:gﬂ:ehﬁueﬂsoﬂm«m.md.domum

and to assist the ICCs/IPs in the territorial of all
ancestral domains. It:hllllihngise such other functions as the
may deem sppropriate and necessary;

b) OﬁceouPoIkylemtngdezfmh-TthﬁoeonPolicy,

ing and Rcsmchsballbefl:pomiblc forthetl’:tmllaﬁm:;'
appropriate policies and programs ICCs/IPs such as, but not limi
m,ﬂlcdevegmt of a Five-Year Master Plan for the ICCs/IPs. Such
plmshnﬂundergoaprwmamhdnteveqﬁveym\me&mﬂssion
shall endeavor to assess the plan and make ramifications in accordance
with the changing situations. The Office shall also undertake the
documentation of customary law and shall establish and maintain a
Rcsethenterthntww]dmeasadeposituyofethnomhic
information for monitoring, evaluation and policy formulation. It shall
assist the legislative branch of the national government in the formulation
of appropriate legislation benefiting ICCs/IPs;

¢) Office of Education, Culture and Health - The Office on Culture,
Education and Health shall be responsible for the effective
implementation of the education, cultural and related rights as provided
in this Act. It shall assist, promote and support commmumity schools, both
fmmdmdmfmefmﬂwbweﬁtof&ehulmﬁgmth

to members of the indig . It shall administer all scholarship
in coordination with the of Education, Culture and Sports
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: . e &
identi Cs/IPs with tential training in the heal
m?ﬁmmgmﬂthofmg
It,:.l;'sing,physicalthctapy:ndotheralliedcuuxnelpemnnngm
profession.

Jels §
i C]Pshnlldcployarepres@uuvcmmho
ﬂ:csﬁ‘gmgl;om&l?;asmﬂh‘ y perform the foregong task.nnd ;ohl:
shall receive complaints from the CCs/IPs and compel mgnationnl
appropm'teagmy.ltshnllalsomimrthe_:cumaofd_u .
Mmamge - - i i ifacts of the ICCs/IPs
mdptumth:mcalmdmhoolopuluuﬁm ovghe
mdshnﬂbemsponsiblefuﬂ:_eimplmenhmofsuchotherﬁmm
meNCleydecmWnOmdm

" P Administrati - The Administrative Office shall provide

theNCIPﬂ Amd_mmumm O_ﬂ’icem mdeﬁecﬂvempmumllil'g ‘:3
 personnel, finance, records, equi AmumlD'mminsFund;:d
y services. Tt shall also administer the

i ; _MMbeal.eg‘ﬂAﬂ'liﬂOﬂi“Whiﬂh
o QA T D e
shall be responsible for preliminary

laints filed by the ICCs/IPs a
mvuug:'tononﬂlemofmmh“emhwlm ?;
the basis of its it shall initiate the filing of appropriate
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SEC. 47. Other Offices. - The NCIP shall have the power to create
iditional

offices as it may deem ject to existing rules and
iy as it may necessary subject to existing

SEC. 48. Regional and Field Offices. - Existing regional and field
offices shall remain to function under the strengthened organizations:
structure of the NCIP. Other field offices shall be created wherever
appropriate and the staffing pattern thereof shall be determined by the
NCIP: Provided, That in provinces where there are ICCs/IPs but without
field offices, the NCIP shall establish field offices in said provinces.

SEC. 49. Office of the Executive Director. - The NCIP shail crea
the Office of the Executive Director which shall serve as its secretariat.
The office shall be headed by an Executive Director who shall be appointed
by the President of the Republic of the Philippines upon recommendation
of the NCIP on a permanent basis. The pattern of the office shall
be determined by-the NCIP subject to existing rules and regulations.

E e

SEC. 50. Consultative .- A i of the traditional
leaders, eldmmdmemuuvB?d; ﬁombggy:mmzywﬂ:uctonof
the different ICCs/IPs shall be constituted by the NCIP-from time to time

to advise it on matters relating to the lems, aspirations and interests
of the ICCs/IPs. e

CHAPTER VIII u

DELINEATION AND RECOGNITION dF
ANCESTRAL DOMAINS -it«-

SEC. 51. Delineation and Recognition of Ancestral Domains. -
Self-delineation shall be the guiding principle in the identification and
delineation of ancestral domains. As such, the ICCs/IRs-concerned shail
have a decisive role in all the activities i thoreto. The Sworn
Statement of the Elders as to the of the territories and agreements/
pacts made with neighboring I if any, will be essential o the
determination of these traditional territories. The Government shall t~ke
the necessary steps to identify lands which the ICCs/IPs concerned
traditionally occupy and guarantee effective protection of their rights of
ownership and possession thereto. Measures shall be taken in iate
cases to safeguard the right of the ICCs/IPs concerned to land which may
no longer be exclusively occupied by them, but to ‘which they have
particularly of ICCs/IPs who are still nomadic and/or shifting sutivators.

SEC. 52. Delineation Process. - The identification and delineation
of ancestral domains shall be done in accordante with the following
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a) Ancestral Domains Delineated Prior to this Act. - The provisions
hereunder shall not apply to ancestral domains/lands already delineated
accordine *» DENR Administrative Order No. 2, series of 1993, nor to
ancestra; lands and domains delineated under any other community/
ancestral domain program prior to the enactment of this law. ICCs/TPs
whose ancestral lands/domains were officially delineated prior to the
enactment of this law shall have the right to apply for the issuance of a
Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title (CADT) over the area without going
through the process outlined hereunder;

b) Petition for Delineation. - The process of delineating a specific
perimeter may be initiated by the NCIP with the consent of the ICC/TP
concerned, or through a Petition for Delineation filed with the NCIP, by
a majority of the members of the ICC«/IPs;

d) Proof Required. - Proof of Ancestral Domain Claims shall
include the testimony u&t;uﬂyeldﬂ!wemmtyth; lmder_ond;,mdog:cr
documents directly or indi attesting to the possession or occupation
of the area since time immemorial by such ICC&/IPs in the concept of
owners which shall be any one (1) of the following authentic documents:

1) Written accounts of the ICCs/IPs customs and traditions;

2) Written accounts of the ICC#/IPs political structure and
m. m’ m‘m.

BB e vt b
concemed with other ICCs/IPs;

5) ‘Sarvey plans and skech maps;

1) : 1 Iw

2]

8) Pictures and descriptive histories of traditional communal
forests and hunting grounds;

9) Pictures and descriptive histories of traditional landmarks
ichﬁ;:;monnums,rivas,cmks,ﬁdgu,hﬂls,wmcuand
; and

10) Write-ups of names and places derived from the native
dialect of the community.

e) Preparation of Maps. - On the basis of such investigation and the
findings of fact based the Ancestral Domains Office of the NCIP

Mmame,mhuwﬂhmwm
a description of the natural features and landmarks therein;

f) Reportofinvestigation and Other Documents. - A complete copy
of the preliminary census and a report of investigation, shall be prepared
by the Ancestral Domains Office of the NCIP;

g) Notice and Publication. - A copy of each document, including a
m’onindn .lme ?“helclastﬁﬁeen( ) da gy
in a prominent p! in for at 15) days. A copy

of the document shall also be at the local, provincial and regional
offices of the NCIP, and be published in a newspaper of general
circulation once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks to allow other
claimants to file opposition thereto within fifteen (15) days from date of
such publication: Provided, That in areas where no such newspaper exists,
ing in a radio station will be a valid substitute: Provided, further,

That mere posting shall be deemed sufficient if both newspaper and radio

h) Endorsement to NCIP. - Within fifteen (15) days from
publication, and of the inspection process, the Ancestral Domains Office
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i) Turnoverof Areas Within Ancestral Domains Mahn;fed by Other
Government Agencies. - The Chairperson of the NCIP shall certify that
the area covered is an ancestral domain. The secretaries of the Department
of Agiuran Reform, Department of Environment and Natural Resources,

Decpartment of ﬂmlntenorandl.ocalGovemment,mchputmentof
Justice, the Commissioner of the National Development Corporation, and
any other government agency chnn-g‘ﬁdtmsdlcuon over the area shall be
notified thereof. Such notification terminate any legal basis for the
jurisdiction previously claimed;

1) Issuance of CADT. - ICCs/IPs whose ancestral domains have
bccnoﬁcmllydefmmtedanddewmnnedbyﬂwNCIPshaﬂbemmeda
CADT in the name of the community concerned, containing a list of all
those identified in the census; and

k) Registration of CADTs. - The NCIP shall register issued
certificates of ancestral domain titles and certificates of ancestral lands
titles before the Register of Deeds in the place where the property is
situated.

SEC. 53. Identification, Delineation and Certification of Ancestral

a) The allocation of hndz within anlm}mcestnl m let;
individual or indigenous corporate (family or clan) claimants
to the ICCs/IPs concerned to decide in accordance with customs and
traditions;

b) Individual and indigenous corporate claimants of ancestral
lands which are not within ancestral domains, may have their claims
officially established by filing applications for the identification and
ittt oo gaisad Rog ol Tty e ol sy s e epp ot

or recognized head of a or clan may application
mhubelulfotmbehlfofhsﬁmﬂyorchn,rupecuvely'

¢) Proofs of such claims shall accompany the application form
which shall include the testimony under oath of elders of the community
and other documents directly or indirectly to the possession or
occupation of the areas since time immemorial by the individual or
‘::“omt:cmmhmthemptofowmwhchmﬂbem y of the
documents enumerated under Sec. 52 (d) of this Act, including
uxdeclatlnmandpmoﬁofpaymmtofuxu,

d)TheAmﬁxlDomnmsOﬁeemqumﬁmucbmﬂal
'ﬂulm,vﬁ?ich bk shed ighton he ofthe i
: inits ma on eontents
ofthe opmm, y vmty
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¢) Upon receipt of the applications for delineation and recognition
of ancestral land claims, the Ancestral Domains Office shall cause the
publication of the application and a copy of each document submitted
mncluding a translation in the native language of the ICC«/IPs concerned
in a promiment place therein for at least fifteen (15) days. A copy of the
document shall also be posted at the local, provincial, and regional offices
of the NCIP and shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation
once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks to allow other claimants to file
ition thereto within fifteen (15) days from the date of such
lication: Provided, That in areas where no such newspaper exists,
in a radio station will be a valid substitute: Provided, further,
Thnmepomgshﬂbedemdmﬁicmmfbmhmmmdndm
station are not available;

f) Fﬂeen(lS)day:aﬁumchpnbhuﬂon.ﬂmAmalDonnms
Office shall investigate and i apghmnon,mdﬁ'foundmbe
meritorious, shall causea of the area being claimed. The
Amﬂbmomwmmmychmﬂntndemdpmﬂy
fnlseorﬁmthlentaﬁumﬁonmdvmﬁum In case of rejection,

the Ancestral Domains shall give the applicant due notice, copy
furnished all concerned, containing the grounds for denial. The denial
shall be letntheNClP In case of conflicting claims among

or indigenous corporate claimants, the Ancestral Domains
Office shall cause lheeontendmgpnrﬁeatomeetmdmmdnnm
coming up with a preliminary resolution of the conflict, without prejudice
to its full adjudication according to Sec. 62 of this Act. Inall
for the identification or delineation of the ancestral domains as herein
MDMOMMw&MOIMth

oflhel'hhppmu,md

gmmnmomm ﬂ:eNCIP
every application surveyed to
slull,mmm,evahmth:wpmmbmd. [fdlcNClPﬁndsmhchnn

meritorious, it shall issue a certificate of ancestral land, declaring and
ccmfymgﬂnclaimofuchmdmdmlorcorpome(ﬁmﬂyorchn)
chmnntovuaneum!hnds.

SEC. 54. F%g?[" TheAnoumlDonumOﬂ'lcemy,
upon written request CCs/IPs, review emung claims wluch
have been fraudulently acquired by any person or
found to be fraudulently ‘acquired by, and- md to, any
eommuym mybeﬂme!hdbyﬁeﬂ lﬂerdnenohound of

‘SBCSS Comwwlkighc Sub;ecthechonSﬁhuaol;uw
within the ‘ancestral domains, whether delineated or not, shall be
mbummmmwmm

L T TR

-
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this Act shall not be'construed as co-ownership as provided in Republic
Act. No. 386, otherwise known as the New Civil Code.

SEC. 56. Existing Property Rights Regimes. - Propertyr‘ii;hu within
the ancestral domains already existing and/or vested upon effectivity of
this Act, shall be recognized and respected.

SEC. 57. Natural Resources within Ancestral Domains. - The ICCs/
IPs shall have priority rights in the harvesting, extraction,
development or exploitation of any natural resources within the ancestral
domains. A non-member of the ICCs/IPs concerned may be allowed to
ukepminﬂ:cdevelopmtmduﬁliutionofﬂwmﬂmfor
a period of not exceeding twenty-ﬁvwegj)ymrcnemhlefornotm
than twenty-five (25) years: Provided, That a formal and written
agrecmmiscntuedinmwiﬂ:d::eICCdIPsconcanedh:rthatthe
community, pursuant to its own decision making process, has agreed to
allowmhopmﬁon:h'oﬁdad.fmaﬂy,lhnthCIPmycxemisc
visitorial powers and take appropriate action to safeguard the rights of the
ICCs/IPs under the same contract.

SEC. 58. Environmental Considerations. - Ancestral domains or
portions thereof, which are found to be necessary for critical watersheds,
mangroves, wildlife sanctuaries, wilderness, protected areas, forestcover,
mnfmuuﬁonudemhedhywlmelgmmmemﬂ
participation of the ICCs/IPs concerned be maintained, managed
and for such purposes. The ICC«/IPs concerned shall be given
the responsibility to maintain, develop, protect and conserve such arcas
with the full and effective assistance of government agencies. Should the
ICCs/IPs decide to transfer the responsibility over the areas, said decision
must be made in writing. The consent of the ICCs/IPs should be arrived
at in accordance with its customary laws without prejudice to the basic
requirements of existing laws on free and prior informed consent:
Provided, That the shall be temporary and will ultimately revert
to the ICCs/IPs in accordance with a program for technology transfer:
Provided, further, That no ICCs/IPs shall be displaced or relocated for the
purpose enumerated under this section without the written consent of the
specific persons authorized to give consent.

SEC. 59. Certification Precondition. - All departments and other
governmental agencies shall henceforth be strictly enjoined from issuing,
ing, or granting any concession, license or lease, or entering into
mon-m; agreement, without prior certification from the
NCIP that the area affected does not overlap with any ancestral domain.
Such certification shall only be issued after a field-based investigation is
conducted by the Ancestral Domains Office of the area concerned:
Provided, That no certification shall be issued by the NCIP without the
_ free and prior informed and written consent of ICCs/IPs concerned:
Provided, further, That no department, government agency or

Y
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mmmt-owncdor-cmnﬂed corporation may issue new concession,
i lease, or production sharing agreement while there is a pending
application for a CADT: Provided, finally, That the ICCs/IPs shall have
the right to stop or suspend, in accordance with this Act, any project that
has not satisfied the requirement of this consultation process.

SEC. 60. Exemption from Taxes. - All lands certified to be ancestral
domains shall be exempt from real property taxes, special levies, and other
forms of exaction except such portion of the ancestral domains as are
actually used for large-scale agriculture, commercial forest plantation
and residential purposes or upon titling by private persons: Provided, That
all exactions shall be used to facilitate the development and improvement
of the ancestral domains.

SEC. 61. Temporary Requisition Powers. - Prior to the
establishment of an mstitutional surveying capacity whereby it can
effectively fulfill its mandate, but in no case three (3) years after
its creation, the NCIP is hereby authorized to request the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) survey teams as well as
o&erequdz‘npablepivmmeym a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA), to delineate ancestral domain peri . The DENR
Secretary shall accommodate any such request within one (1) month of its
issuance: Provided, That the Memorandum of Agreement shall stipulate,
among others, a provision for technology transfer to the NCIP.

SEC. 62. Resolution of Conflicts. - In cases of conflicting interest,
where there are adverse claims within the ancestral domains as delineated
in the survey plan, and which can not be resolved, the NCIP shall hear and

decide, after notice to the parties, the disputes arising from the
delineation of such ancestral ins: Provided, That if the dispute is
between and/or among ICCs/IPs regarding the traditional boundarics of

promulgate the necessary l_g::m to carry
out its adjudicatory functions: Provided, further, any decision,
m&r,nwdut@ipgﬁmeﬂmmmymmm
any matter pertaining to the application, implementation, ement
and interpretation of this Act may be brought for Petition for Review to
the Courtof Appeals within fificen (15) days from receipt of a copy thereof.

SEC. 63. icable Laws. - Customary laws, traditions and
practices of the I ofﬁehndwhenﬁemﬂb‘;dnimmﬂbe
applied first with respect to property rights, claims and ownerships,
ambiguity in the application and interpretation of laws shall be resolved
in favor of the A LI TG SN T

e
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: SEC. 64. Remedial Measures. - Expropriation may be resorted to
in the resolution of conflicts of interest following the principle of the
"common good.” The NCIP shall take appropriate legal action for the
cancellation of officially documented titles which were ired illegally:
shall ensure that the rights of possessors
f : Provided, further, That the action for
canceilation shall be initiated within two (2) years from the effectivity of
this Act: Provided, finally, That the action for reconveyance shall be
within a period of ten (10) years in accordance with existing laws.

CHAPTER IX

JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURES FOR
ENFORCEMENT OF RIGHTS

_ SEC. 65. Primacy of Customary Laws and Practices. - When
disputes involve ICCs/IPs, customary laws and practices shall be used to
resolve the dispute.

SEC. 66. Jurisdiction of the NCIP. - The NCIP, through its regional
offices, shall have jurisdiction over all claims and disputes involving
rights of ICCs/IPs: Provided, however, That no such dispute shail be
brought to the NCIP unless the partics have exhausted all remedies
provided under their customary laws. For this purpose, a certification
shall be issued by the Council of Elders/Leaders who partici in the
thnonabaﬂbeaoond:m" precedent to the filing of a petition with

SEC. 67. 10 the Conrtof dnmadis. < Deisions of the MCTP
Mbemm:&m of way of a petition for review.

_ SEC. 68. Execution of Decmb:d Awards, Orders. - Upon
expiration period herein provided and no is perfected b
of the contending parties, the Hearing Officer theNCIP,oni:syﬂ
initiative or upon motion by the prevailing party, shall issue a writ of
mmmﬂnwmﬁemoﬁcammﬁml
decisions, or awards of the Regional Hearing Officer of the NCIP.

... SEC. 69. Quasi-Judicial Powers of the NCIP. - The NCIP shall have

" a) To promulgate rules and regulations governing the hearing and
disposition of cases before it as well as those pertaining to its internal
functions and such rules and regulations as may be necessary to carry out
the purposes of this Act;
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b) To administer oaths, summon the parties to a controversy, issue
subpoenas requiring the attendance and testimony of witnesses or the
production of such books, papers, contracts, records, agreements and
other document of similar nature as may be material to a just determina-
ﬁmmfmemmmdnmvuﬁgaﬁonothaﬁngmtedinmme
of this Act;

c) To hold any person in contempt, directly or indirectly, and

d) To enjoin any or all acts involving or arising from any case
pending before it which, if not restrained forthwith, may cause grave or
irreparable damage to any of the parties to the case or seriously affect social
or economic activity.

SEC. 70. No Restraining Order or Preliminary Injunction. - No
inferior court of the Philippines shall have jurisdiction to issue any
mhﬁ«hmﬂofmmhmm&Nmmmy
of its mﬁorizedorhigmtedo&uhmy'we,@puteor
controversy arising from,

necessary to, or
other pertinent laws relating to ICCs/IPs and ancestral domains.
CHAPTER X
ANCESTRAL DOMAINS FUND

SEC. 71. Ancestral Domains Fund. - There is hereby created a
speeialfmd,mbeknownasﬂnAmdDmimFund.minidal
amount of One hundred thirty million pesos (P130,000,000) to cover
compensation for expropriated lands, delincation and of
ancestral domains. Anamount of Fifty million pesos (P50,000,000) shall
?)eﬁ‘i (PCéig)nlﬁm lotlo th'l‘ o .(PSIOOOOOOO

ce its operation, Ten milli ,000,000)
ﬁnmd:eg:'onmeipuofﬂlemvelmof&pmec;jw,ﬂwﬁmdof
the Social Reform Council intended for survey delineation of
ancestral lands/domains, and such other source as the government may
demmh Thereafter, such amount shall be included in the
annual Appropriations Act. Foreign as well as local funds which
are made available for the ICCs/IPs through the government of the
Philippines shall be coursed through the NCIP. The NCIP may also solicit
and receive donations, endowments and grants in the form of

contributions, and such endowments shall be exempted from mcome or
gift tuxes and all other taxes, charges or fees imposed by the government

BN S e = P S P T s
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CHAPTER XI
PENALTIES

SEC. 72. Punishable Acts and Applicable Penalties. - Any person
whowmmiuviohﬁonofmyofﬂ:anﬂoﬁsim ofﬂmAct,mchas,but
not limited to, unauthorized and/or unlawful intrusion upon any ancestral
lands or domains as stated in Sec. 10, Chapter III, or shall commit any
of the prohibited acts mentioned in Sections 21 and 24, Chapter V, Section
33, Chapter VI hereof, shall be punished in accordance with the customary
laws of the ICC/IPs concemed: Provided, That no such penalty shall be
cmel,dcmngmmhmnpmm P_'rovidad.ﬁmllcr,Thunenher
shall the

penalty or excessive fines be This ision shall
be without prejudice to the right of any I to avail of the protection
of existing laws. In which case, any person who violates any provision of

this Act upon conviction, be punished by imprisonment of not less
than nine (9) months but not more than twelve (12) years or a fine of not
less than One bundred thousand pesos (P100,000) nor more than Five
hundred thousand pesos (P500,000) or both such fine and imprisonment
upon the discretion of the court. In addition, he shall be ob wgym
the ICCs/IPs concerned whatever damage may have been suffered by the
latter as a consequence of the unlawful act.

SEC. 73. Persons Subjgh:a Pmuhmalthm lnn‘nteldf ge offender pms:di; :
juridical person, all officers as, not limi , its i
manager, or head of office le for their unlawful act shall be
criminally liable therefor, in addition to the canccilation of certificates of
their registration and/or license: Provided, That if the offender is a public
official, the penalty shall include perpetual disqualification to hold public
office.

CHAPTER XII
MERGER OF THE OFFICE FOR NORTHERN CULTURAL

COMMUNITIES (ONCC) AND THE OFFICE FOR
SOUTHERN CULTURAL COMMUNITIES (OSCC)

SEC. 74. 'Merger of ONCC/OSCC. - The Office for Northern
Cultural Communities (ONCC) and the Office of Southem Cultural
Communities (OSCC), created under Executive Order Nos. 122-B and

. ( g

122-Crespectively, are hereby merged as ic offices of the NCIP and

to achieve the objectives of the NCIP: Provided, Thatthe positions of Staff

Directors, except positions of Regional Directors and below, are hereby
upon the effectivity of this Act: Provided, further, That
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officials and employees of the phased-out offices who may be qualified
may apply for reappointment with the NCIP and may be given prior rights
in the filling up of the newly created positions of NCIP, subject to the
qualifications set by the Placement Committee: Provided, furthermore,
Thatinthecascwhereanhtﬁgenou'spenmandanon-indigemusperson
with similar qualifications apply for the same position, priority shall be
given to the former. Officers and employees who are to be phased-out as
a result of the merger of their offices shall be entitled to gratuity a rate
equivalent to one and a half (1 1/2) months salary for every year of
continuous and satisfactory service rendered or the equivalent nearest
fraction thereof favorable to them on the basis of the highest salary
received. If they are already entitled to retirement or gratuity, they shail
have the option to select cither such retirement benefits or the i
herein provided. Officers and employees who may be reinstated
refund such retirement benefits or gratuity received:
That absorbed 1 must still meet the qualifications and standards
set by the Civil Service and the Placement Committee herein created.

SEC.75. Transition Period. - The ONCC/OSCC shall have a period
of six (6) months from the effectivity of this Act within which to wind up
its affairs and to conduct audit of its finances.

SEC. 76. Transfer of Assets/Properties. - All real and personal
properties which are vested in, or belonging to, the merged offices as
aforestated shall be transferred to the NCIP without further need of
conveyance, transfer or assignment and shall be held for the same purpose
as they were held by the former offices: Provided, That all contracts,
recordsanddocumenunlnigﬁ’mmeopmﬁomofﬂwmgedoﬂicu
shall be transferred to the NCIP. All agreements and contracts entered
into by the merged offices shall remain in full force and effect uniess
otherwise terminated, modified or amended by the NCIP.

SEC. 77. Placement Committee. - Subject to rules on government
reorganization, a Placement Commiitee be created by the NCIP, in
coordination with the Civil Service Commission, which shall assist in the
judicious selection and placement of personnel in order that the best
qualified and most deserving persons shall be appointed in the
reorganized agency. - The Placement Committee shall be composed of
seven (7) commissioners and an ICCs'/IPs' representative from each of the

and Southern Cultural mities (ONCC/OSCC), vernment

pETtions (POP) Xih ¢ Jekst five ) years.of
appointment to be the consultative body and by the pertinent
provisions ofhg?ndm.by x DoCy sacly

orglni:gom(NGOp)_wlpysvg!ewedhmmnnityi’out astfive (5)
= rhwmys, v iy i e
iste by the criteria of retention and
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CHAPTER X1II
FINAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 78. Special Provision. - The City of Baguio shall remain to
be governed by its Charter and all lands proclaimed as part of its townsite
reservation shall remmp,;s :j::i:,h 'Il'Etﬁl othcrlz:e rechs:;t;wdﬂby
appropriate legislation: Vi ior rights titles
recognized and/or acquired through any judicial, administrative or other
processess before the effectivity of this Act shall remain valid: Provided,
,wa,mmmmmwmmmmwmm
" part of the City of Baguio after the ivity of this Act.

SEC. 79. Appropriations. - The amount necessary to finance the
initial i ion of this Act shall be charged against the current
yea{sTmrinﬁmof&leONCCandanSCC. Thereafter, such sums
as may be necessary for its continued implementation shall be included
in the annual General Appropriations Act.

Cultural Communities of the House of Representatives and the Senate,
for the effective implementation of this Act.

SEC. 81. Saving Clause. - This Act will not in any manner adversely
affect the rights and of the ICCs/IPs under other conventions,
recommendations, international treaties, national laws, awards, customs
and agreements.

SEC. 82. Separability Clause. - In case any provision of this Act or
any portion thereof is declared unconstitutional by a competent court,

SEC. 83. Repealing Clause. - Presidential Decree No. 410,
Executive Order Nos. 122-B and 122-C, and all other laws, decrees,
SEC. 84. Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days
its publication in the Official Gazette or in any two (2) newspapers

B i d
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Approved,

of Representatives

__This Actwhichis a consolidation of Senate Bill No. 1728and House
Bill No. 9125 was finally passed by the Senate and the House of
Representatives on October 22, 1997.

Approved: OCT 2 9 1997

FIDEL V. S
President of the Philippines
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